Funding  for  Public 
Amenities  Falls  Short  in 
Eastern  Neighborhoods 
Area  Plans 


By  Lisa  Tehrani 

After  eight  years  of  analysis 
and  debate  by  the  San  Francisco 
Planning  Department  and  concerned 
citizens,  the  San  Francisco  Planning 
Commission  approved  the  proposed 
Eastern  Neighborhoods  Area  Plans 
early  last  month.  The  proposed 
Plans  will  now  be  considered  by  the 
San  Francisco  Board  of  Supei-visors, 
which  is  expected  to  green  light  them, 
though  likely  with  some  changes. 
The  Area  Plans  include  new  zoning 
designations  in  four  Southeastern 
neighborhoods:  Central  Waterfront, 
Showplace  Square/Potrero  Hill, 
Eastern  South-of-Market,  and  the 
Mission.  Much  of  the  new  zoning 
would  make  land  currently  set 
aside  for  industrial  use  available  for 
residential  development,  resulting 
in  an  estimated  7,500  new  housing 
units. 

As  part  of  the  planning  process  the 
Planning  Department  commissioned  a 


study  to  determine  how  much  it  would 
cost  to  provide  the  public  amenities 

- such  as  open  space,  educational 
facilities  and  transit  improvements 

- that  would  be  needed  to  service 
the  new  population  prompted  by  the 
Area  Plans.  Under  state  law,  cities 
must  demonstrate,  through  a "nexus” 
study,  that  there’s  a link  between 
new  development  and  the  need  for 
additional  public  services  in  order 
to  assess  the  developments  an  impact 
fee  to  pay  for  them. 

The  Area  Plans’  nexus  study 
recommended  fees  that  City  planners 
felt  would  dampen  development 
activity:  roughly  $21  per  square 
foot  for  residential  development 
and  between  $12  and  $243  dollars 
per  square  foot  for  nonresidential 
development.  Based  on  estimates 
of  the  amount  of  fees  developers 
would  likely  be  willing  to  bear  and 
still  go  forward  with  their  projects, 
the  Department  ultimately  proposed 
fees  equal  to  $8  a square  foot  for 

Continued  on  Page  12 


Bayview  Police 
Captain  Aims 
to  m prove 
Neighborhoods' 
Quality  of  Life 

by  Stacey  Palevsky 

Bayview  Police  Captain  John 
Loftus  knows  San  Francisco  inside 
and  out,  having  lived  or  worked  in 
the  City  all  of  his  life.  “I  don’t  think 
I’d  be  a police  officer  anywhere  else 
other  than  San  Francisco,”  said 
Loftus,  who  joined  the  Bayview 
Police  Station  earlier  this  year  after 
serving  in  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department  (SFPD)  for  more  than  a 
quarter-of-a-century.  Loftus  knew 
his  new  job  would  be  challenging. 
Bayview-Hunters  Point  has  long  been 
home  to  gang  violence:  the  area’s 
leading  cause  of  premature  death  is 
homicide.  In  2008  there’s  been  more 
than  a dozen  homicides  in  the  9.1 
square  mile  Bayview  District,  which 
includes  Potrero  Hill.  “Violent  crime 
is  our  top  issue,”  he  said.  “There’s 
been  a big  surge  in  juvenile  crime. 


INSIDE 


13  Fence  Painting 


7 Dancing  Community 


14  Toddler  in  Tibet 
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Fierce  Competition  for 
Spare  Rooms  in  Shared 
Housing 


By  Kerry  Fleisher 

At  19th  and  Capp  streets  a boy 
adjusts  his  hoodie,  takes  a deep 
breath,  and  knocks  on  the  door  of  a 
Victorian  home  three  times.  He’s  led 
through  the  porch-lit  hallway  to  the 
kitchen,  and  greeted  by  a panoply  of 
smiling  faces.  About  half  the  people 

— his  competitors,  he  soon  realizes 

— are  smiling  a little  too  eagerly, 
while  eyeing  him  cautiously.  The 
competition  is  on:  he  has  less  than 
an  hour  to  prove  that  his  personality 
trumps  his  competitors,  as  judged  by 
a handful  of  strangers.  If  he  prevails, 
he  lands  a $650  a month  room  in  a 
shared  apartment;  if  he  doesn’t,  it’s 
back  to  Craigslist. 

For  apartment-seekers  San 
Francisco's  rental  market  is  daunting. 
Average  rents  have  jumped  by  almost 
10  percent  since  last  year,  to  $1,926 
a month.  Bay  Area  rental  occupancy 
stands  at  more  than  97  percent, 


compared  to  a national  average  of 
90  percent.  Apartments  are  in  tight 
supply  from  the  Sunset  District  to 
Dogpatch. 

With  trying  odds  facing  would- 
be  renters,  spare  rooms  in  shared 
living  arrangements  provokes  stiff 
competition.  Competition  is  even 
fiercer  when  the  shared  apartment  is 
located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
desirable  Mission  District,  and  can 
reach  frenzied  levels  when  the  asking 
price  for  a fairly  spacious  room  is 
only  $650.  With  the  average  price 
for  a bedroom  in  the  Mission  $1,554, 
according  to  SFRentStats,  that  price 
is  a practically  a steal. 

The  snag,  of  course,  is  that 
hundreds  of  newcomers  to  the  City 
think  it’s  a steal  too.  The  nine 
roommates  at  the  19th  and  Capp 
streets  home  were  inundated  with 
more  than  100  responses  to  their 
Craigslist  “roommate  wanted" 
posting  within  an  hour,  prompting 

Continued  on  Page  1 1 
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Publisher’s  View 
Conservation 

By  Steven  J.  Moss 


When  I was  a kid  in  the  1960s 
my  dad  maintained  careful  records 
of  how  much  gasoline  he  bought 
for  his  Ford  Comet  station  wagon. 
He  kept  a little  yellow  book  in  the 
glove  compartment  just  for  that 
purpose,  scribbling  in  tiny  engineer's 
handwriting  how  many  gallons  he 
bought  at  what  cost,  along  with  the 
car's  mileage.  At  the  same  time  my 
grandfather,  comfortably  retired 
from  a career  as  a municipal  civil 
engineer,  would  search  the  streets 
and  gutters  around  his  home  for 
valuable  items:  old  washers,  bent 
pennies,  bruised  and  broken  toys. 
Once  he  found  a treasure  trove  of 
wood  scraps,  which  he  fashioned  into 
blocks  in  his  makeshift  shop  in  his 
garage.  My  three  sisters  and  I played 
with  those  blocks  - which  were 
big  enough  to  build  small  houses 
- throughout  our  childhood. 

As  I grew  up  I mimicked  my 
father’s  and  grandfather’s  behaviors. 
I’d  keep  my  eyes  on  the  ground, 
finding  coins,  strange-looking  nuts 
and  bolts,  and  cheap  jewelry.  I 
became  skilled  at  locating  valuables 
hidden  within  leaves  or  amongst 
street  garbage.  This  talent  paid 
off  when  I was  seven  years  old  and 
found  my  mother’s  engagement  ring, 
which  she’d  lost  in  our  backyard 
woodpile. 

When  I got  my  first  car  I bought 
the  little  yellow  book  at  a stationary 
store  and  jotted  down  the  numbers 
each  time  I filled-up.  But  as  my 
twenties  gave  way  to  my  thirties, 
I abandoned  these  habits.  It  no 
longer  seemed  worthwhile  to  bend 
down  to  pick  up  a nickel,  or  even 
a dime.  I realized  that  I had  no 
idea  why  my  father  recorded  his 
purchases,  and,  in  any  event  it  didn’t 
matter  to  me  how  much  then  cheap 
gasoline  I purchased,  or  my  car’s  fuel 
efficiency. 

Now  that  I’m  my  forties  I 
find  myself  contemplating  these 
routines  as  if  they  were  a lost  art. 
Like  many  upper-income  people,  I 
frequently  don’t  count  my  change 
after  a purchase  and  regularly  eat  at 
restaurants  where  ten  dollars  worth 
of  ingredients  is  sold  for  ten  times 
that  much.  I haven’t  clipped  a coupon 


for  a couple  of  decades.  Though  I 
worry  about  having  enough  cash,  it’s 
in  an  abstract  way.  My  relationship 
with  money,  with  things,  has  become 
casual.  It  no  longer  has  the  intimacy 
reflected  in  eagerly  rescuing  a slightly 
soiled  treasure  from  the  ground,  and 
bringing  it  home  to  be  reused  as  a 
pencil  holder  or  paperweight. 

I’m  of  course  aware  that  most 
Americans,  much  less  those  in 
developing  countries,  have  quite  a 
different  relationship  with  money, 
one  that’s  more  like  my  father’s  and 
grandfather’s,  though  in  many  cases 
with  greater  stakes.  The  average 
annual  wage  in  Ethiopia  isn’t  much 
more  than  $100;  my  wife  and  I spent 
about  that  much  last  month  at  a 
downtown  restaurant. 

Still,  an  awareness  that  poverty 
exists  isn't  the  same  thing  as  having 
experienced  being  destitute.  Both 
my  father’s  and  grandfather’s 
behavior  were  hard-forged  during 
the  Great  Depression,  as  well  as,  in 
my  grandfather’s  case,  even  more 
life-threatening  times  as  an  Eastern 
European  immigrant  and  World  War 
II  veteran.  Though  my  grandfather 
retired  with  a good  pension  and  solid 
investments,  he  spent  his  twenties 
searching  for  stray  coins  under 
stadium  seats  after  an  event  not  as 
a hobby,  but  as  an  essential  income 
source.  Perhaps  more  importantly, 
he  traveled  from  a time  and  place  in 
which  virtually  everything  was  worth 
saving,  since  the  alternative  was  to 
have  nothing. 

I don’t  want  to  experience  that 
kind  of  poverty.  But  there’s  something 
deeply  honest  about  creating  a 
relationship  with  money  and  things 
that’s  based  on  a full-bodied  sense 
that  everything  has  value.  Not 
just  in  a rote  - or  criminalized 
- approach  to  separating  compost 
from  garbage.  But  in  a way  that’s 
more  fully  thoughtful. 

I now  like  to  think  that  when  my 
grandfather  picked-up  someone  else’s 
garbage  off  the  street  he  was  engaged 
in  a spiritual  act;  the  lifting  of  every 
tossed  wood  chip  or  usable  nail  akin 
to  a small  prayer.  A prayer,  said 
enough  times,  and  by  enough  people, 
that  will  surely  be  answered. 
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try  something  ancient 

1501  mariposa,  no.  308,  at  arkansas 
across  from  jackson  park 
yogasitasf.com  | 415-864-SITA 
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Heart  of 
San  Francisco 

Aikido 


a non-competitive  martial  art 
for  the  mind,  body  and  spirit. 


Visit  our  website  or  call  to 
watch  a class  and  see 

The  Art  of  Conflict  Resolution 


p hone  :41 5-643-8407 

2565  Third  Street  #309 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 

www.heartaikido.com 


Jay's  is  pleased  to  announce: 

Weekend  Brunch 
9am -2pm 


-Neighborhood  Special!- 
Free  regular/decaf  coffee 

(w/  Brunch  purchase  for  94107  residents) 


Visit  us  at  20th  & Connecticut 
online  at  JAYSSF.COM  or  call  415-824-JAYS 
Open  every  day!  Free  Wi-Fi! 
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Short  Cuts 


New  Thinking 

Thinkers  Cafe  on  20th  Street  may  be 
thinking  of  leaving  the  neighborhood. 
Rumor  has  it  that  the  cafe’s  owner 
is  negotiating  a possible  deal  with 
the  Chez  Papa  people  that  would 
place  a Delfina-style  pizzeria  in  the 
small  storefront...  The  Wisconsin 
Street  firehouse  has  new  beautiful 
light  globes  seven  months  after 
Wisconsin  Street  resident  Karrin 
Kain  pointed  to  their  sorry  state  in 
a letter  to  the  View...  Potrero  Hill 
resident  Curt  Yagi,  who  was  the 
subject  of  a View  profile  last  year 
that  praised  his  “crooning  piano 
riffs”  was  voted  2008  Best  of  the 
Bay  Singer  Songwriter  by  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Guardian's  readers’ 
poll.  Congratulations  Curt! 

New  Construction 

Four  roughly  2,000  square  foot, 
three  bedrooms,  two  and  a half  baths 
condominiums  are  being  built  on 
Kansas  Street  across  from  Whole 
Foods,  with  a completion  date  of 
next  Spring.  The  units  are  being 
constructed  by  UrbanEvolution,  Inc  , 
which  is  owned  by  Joseph  Bradford,  a 
long-time  Hill  resident,  and  husband 
of  local  realtor  Hallie  Bradford. 
UrbanEvolution  previously  completed 
new  construction  or  renovation 
projects  on  Carolina,  Hampshire,  and 
Mississippi  streets... The  community 
conversation  about  a potential  San 
Francisco  Police  Department  (SFPD) 
takeover  of  the  old  Jamba  Juice  and 
Sports  Basement  buildings  on  17th 
Street  continues.  Last  month  the 
Potrero  Hill  Merchants  Association 
voted  to  oppose  the  project,  while 
the  Potrero  Boosters  Neighborhood 
Association  split  virtually  50-50  on 


whether  to  endorse  housing  SFPD’s 
tactical,  motorcycle,  bomb,  and 
homeland  security  units  at  the  site, 
with  a new  vote  taken  past  press 
time.  Many  of  those  opposed  were 
concerned  about  parking  issues, 
while  those  in  favor  were  anxious 
for  a bulked-up  police  presence  in 
what  are  now  derelict  buildings, 
which  have  already  been  subjected  to 
significant  vandalism,  including  the 
theft  of  most  of  the  interior’s  copper 
fixtures.  While  the  San  Francisco 
Department  of  Real  Estate  has 
pledged  that  police  parking  wouldn’t 
be  allowed  along  17th  Street,  doubts 
remain  about  whether  a block-long 
building  full  of  blue  would  add  much 
to  the  neighborhood... Development 
plans  for  Daggett  Place  continue  to 
evolve,  with  the  mixed-use  project 
now  proposed  for  upwards  of  400 
housing  units  and  an  array  of  retail 
and  office  spaces,  all  packed  into  65- 
foot  structures.  Particularly  notable 
is  the  healthy  slice  of  green  space 
built  into  the  project.  Now  is  the  time 
to  opine  about  the  project’s  scope  and 
scale,  as  well  as  the  best  uses  for  the 
public  space,  including  whether  it 
should  include  playgrounds,  water 
features,  or  public  art. 

New  Deal 

You  know  it’s  bad  when  you’re 
stopped  on  the  corner  of  17th  and 
Kansas  streets  by  a teenage  boy, 
accompanied  by  his  mother  and 
younger  sister,  a small  bulging  bag  at 
their  feet,  who  wants  to  know  where 
to  sell  some  copper,  which  may  have 
been  taken  from  the  Jamba  Juice/ 
Sports  Basement  buildings... Much 
of  neighborhood’s  most  notable 
public  landscape  - including  Jackson 


Park,  Potrero  Hill  Playground, 
Daniel  Webster  Elementary  School’s 
auditorium,  Buena  Vista  Elementary 
School,  and  Starr  King  Elementary 
School  - was  constructed  as  a result 
of  President  Franklin  Roosevelt’s 
New  Deal,  which  is  celebrating  its 
75th  birthday  this  year.  The  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps,  Public  Works 
Administration,  and  Works  Progress 
Administration  (WPA)  were  all  New 
Deal  creations  which  helped  lift  the 
country  out  of  the  Great  Depression. 
In  addition  to  our  local  parks  and 
schools,  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital,  the  Bay  Bridge,  Beach 
Chalet,  Cow  Palace,  and  the  Coit 
Tower  murals  were  all  WPA  projects. 
Given  current  hard  economic  times, 
maybe  it’s  time  for  a new  new  deal, 
instead  of  more  bailouts  for  rich 
investors  who  should  have  known 
better.... 

New  Muni  Lines 

The  San  Francisco  Municipal 
Transportation  Agency  (SFMTA)  has 
issued  a revised  Transit  Effectiveness 
Project  (TEP)  proposal.  The  previous 
proposal  was  somewhat  changed 
based  on  public  comments;  in  Potrero 
Hill  the  9 and  9L  are  now  slated  to 
have  combined  service  every  five 
minutes,  with  the  9L  featuring  a 
limited  stop  service  north  of  24th  and 
Potrero  to  Market  Street.  The  19  will 
continue  to  run  through  Potrero  from 
San  Francisco  General  Hospital  to 
North  Point  in  the  Marina,  while  the 
22  will  be  re-routed.  If  you’re  still  not 
happy  tell  the  SFMTA  board  about  it; 
they’ll  be  considering  the  proposal  at 
their  September  16,  2 p.m.  meeting. 
Information  about  the  TEP  can  be 
found  at  www.sftep.com. 

No  New  Power  Plants 
Last  month  the  San  Francisco  Board 
of  Supervisors  voted  11  to  zero  to 
send  the  controversial  plan  to  build 
a new  City-owned  power  plant  in 
Dogpatch  back  to  the  Government 
Audits  and  Oversight  Committee. 
The  action  likely  kills  the  proposal, 
though  power  plants,  existing  or 
imagined,  often  seem  to  find  a way 
to  claw  back  to  life.  It’s  now  up 
to  the  powers  that  be  to  create  an 
effective  energy  plan  that  relies  on 
a diverse  set  of  energy  management 
and  small-scale  generation  and 
storage  programs  to  get  us  to  the 
future  we  want. 

Cleaning  Up 

Last  month  a couple  hundred 
volunteers  showed  up  to  help  clean 
the  grounds  around  the  San  Francisco 
Housing  Authority’s  (SFHA)  Potrero 
Hill  Annex  and  Terrace  complexes. 
The  event,  which  takes  place  roughly 
twice  a year,  especially  when  dry 
brush  presents  a fire  hazard,  was 
sponsored  by  the  SFPD,  Turner 


Construction,  and  Walgreen’s, 
among  others.  After  spending  a 
few  hard  hours  picking  up  trash 
among  the  weeds  some  volunteers 
noticed  that  the  area  had  no  public 
garbage  receptacles.  Perhaps  the 
SFHA  can  set  up  a few  industrial- 
sized containers  in  the  area,  so  that 
recyclable  waste  can  be  separated 
from  compostables  and  just  plan 
trash,  thereby  lowering  the  burden 
on  future  clean-up  efforts. 

Going  to  the  Dog 

Last  month  the  social  network 
website  for  dog  lovers  Dogster,  Inc. 

- which  is  located  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Pioneer  Square  building 
next  door  to  Anchor  Steam  Brewery 

- partnered  with  CBS  Corporation 
to  push  the  network’s  new  show, 
Greatest  American  Dog.  CBS 
placed  ads  on  Dogster.com  that  state 
“you’re  going  to  sit,  roll  over,  and 
beg  for  more  in  the  search  to  find  the 
greatest  American  dog,”  and  Dogster 
has  created  profiles  for  the  show’s 
contestants.  Greatest  American 
Dog  is  hosted  by  Jarod  Miller,  and 
features  12  competitors.  The  winner 
will  receive  roughly  $250,000.  That’s 
a lot  of  bones! 

Blowing  Smoke 

The  campaign  season  has  barely 
begun,  but  the  Stop  the  Blank 
Check  coalition,  a.k.a.  Pacific  Gas 
and  Electric  Company  (PG&E), 
is  already  blanketing  mail  boxes 
with  flyers  opposing  yet  another 
ballot  initiative  that  contemplates  a 
takeover  of  the  utility’s  San  Francisco 
electric  distribution  system.  The 
flyer  - does  anyone  trust  what’s 
printed  in  a campaign  flyer  sent  by 
a faceless  corporation  - asserts  that 
the  initiative,  which  doesn’t  actually 
require  municipalization,  would  cost 
$4  billion,  without  providing  any 
supporting  evidence  to  back-up  that 
claim.  One  thing’s  clear:  PG&E  is 
going  to  fight  like  a cornered  raccoon 
to  stop  this  one. 

Official  Nonsense 

News  that  airlines  may  soon  allow 
their  passengers  to  use  cell  phones  in 
flight  illuminates  the  lies  we’ve  been 
told  over  the  past  few  decades.  It  turns 
out  that  the  devices  don’t  interfere 
with  the  plane’s  electronics  (but  then 
again,  we  knew  that).  Place  this  bit 
of  news  along  side  information  about 
where  your  flotation  device  is;  has  a 
floaty  ever  been  actually  used  in  a 
water  crash?  It  might  be  better  if  they 
stowed  parachutes  under  the  seat,  or 
bottles  of  Xanax.  That  said,  do  know 
where  the  emergency  exits  are,  and 
keep  those  seat  belts  fastened;  they’re 
an  effective  prophylactic  against 
being  thrown  around  as  a result  of 
turbulence. 


Advertise  in  the  View, 

the  best  way  to  reach 

Dogpatch,  Mission  Bay,  Potrero  Hill,  and  South  of 
Market  residents.  i 

Check  out  our  rates  at  www.potreroview.net 
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City  to  Close  Streets  on  Two  Sundays 


By  Chris  Long 

“As  a bird  needs  to  fly...  People 
need  to  walk,”  Bogota,  Columbia’s 
former  mayor  Enrique  Penalosa  is 
supposed  to  have  said,  in  reference 
to  that  city’s  weekly  Ciclovia,  during 
which  90  miles  of  roads  are  closed  to 
automobiles.  On  Ciclovia,  held  on 
Sundays  and  holidays  from  7 a.m. 
to  2 p.m.,  an  estimated  two  million 
people  take  to  the  streets  to  recreate, 
dance  and  participate  in  cultural 
gatherings. 

Ciclovia  - “bike  path”  in  Spanish 

- is  a simple  concept:  create  a car- 
free  zone  for  people  to  use.  Cyclists, 
skaters,  skateboarders,  joggers, 
strollers  and  recreational  enthusiasts 
of  all  types  are  encouraged  to 
participate,  free  of  charge. 

Although  there’s  broad  support 
for  the  idea  of  creating  car-free  zones, 
some  politicians  are  concerned  that 
insufficient  planning  was  conducted 
before  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom’s 
announcement  that  Sunday  Streets 

- San  Francisco’s  Ciclovia  - would 
be  implemented  on  two  Sundays  in 
August  and  September.  Board  of 
Supervisors  Aaron  Peskin,  Michela 
Alioto-Pier,  and  Sean  Elsbernd 
wanted  the  street  closures  be“ 
postponed  until  their  impacts  could 
be  studied.  Merchants  plying  their 
trades  at  Fisherman’s  Wharf  and 
Pier  39  are  concerned  about  the 
economic  consequences  of  street 
closures  near  them.  However,  the 
Bayview  Merchants’  Association 
welcomes  Sunday  Streets  as  a hoped- 
for  boon  to  street  activity  in  their 
neighborhood.  According  to  Green 
Party  member  and  volunteer  event 
organizer  Susan  King,  “The  only 
opposition  [to  Sunday  Streets]  we’ve 
really  experienced  is  at  Fisherman’s 
Wharf  and  Pier  39.” 

Ciclovia,  which  was  first  held 
in  1976,  has  increased  tourism  and 
reated  economic  and  environmental 


benefits.  A 2004  study  by  Wright, 
Lloyd,  Montezuma  and  Ricardo 
found  that  employment  gains  during 
Ciclovia  significantly  outweigh 
the  job  losses  engendered  by  the 
street  closures.  Air  quality  monitors 
indicate  a 40  percent  reduction  in 
emissions  of  some  pollutants.  And 
social  indicators  related  to  accidents, 
crime  levels,  and  equity  remain 
positive,  with  traffic  deaths  declining 
from  more  than  1,300  in  1995  to  less 
than  700  in  2002. 

CicZoma-style  events  have  been 
replicated  in  Tokyo,  Paris,  Kiev, 
Quito,  Melbourne,  Cali  and  Medellin. 
Last  May,  El  Paso,  Texas  became  the 
first  United  States  city  to  cordon-off 
some  of  its  streets.  Similar  events 
are  now  being  discussed  in  Portland, 
Chicago,  New  York  and  Baltimore. 

Under  the  Sunday  Streets 
pilot  program,  on  Sunday,  August 
31st  and  Sunday,  September  14, 
between  9 a.m.  and  1 p.m.,  a series  of 
streets  from  Chinatown  to  Bayview 
will  be  closed.  According  to  the 
San  Francisco  Department  of  the 
Environment,  Sunday  Streets  will 
create  “...a  route  for  thousands  of 
local  kids  and  adults  to  walk,  jog, 
and  bike,  as  well  as  participate 
in  group  exercise.”  Events  and 
activities  are  spaced  along  the  route, 
which  extends  from  Portsmouth 
Square  - Washington  and  Kearny 
Streets  - along  Washington  Street  to 
Embarcadero,  south  to  Third  Street, 
through  Dogpatch  and  continuing  to 
the  Joe  Lee  Recreational  Center  at 
Oakdale  Avenue. 

The  Mayor’s  Office  is  encouraging 
San  Franciscans  to  stroll,  skate,  cycle 
and  run  on  the  4.5  mile  long  stretch 
of  automobile-free  avenues.  In  a 
Sunday  Streets  press  release,  Mayor 
Newsom  called  the  pilot  program 
“...an  innovative  way  to  connect 
residents  to  San  Francisco's  diverse 
neighborhoods,  and  support  local 


Centered  Body  Pilates 
601  Kansas  Street,  Potrero  Hil 
(415)  920-9133  www.centeredbody.com 


businesses.” 

Ten  “Activity  Pods”  will  be 
located  along  the  Sunday  Streets 
route.  Water,  refreshments,  and 
information  booths  will  be  available 
at  the  Ferry  Building;  dance,  yoga, 
tai  chi  and  kinesiology  activities  will 
be  on  offer  in  Ferry  Park;  activities 
geared  towards  seniors  and  children 
will  be  held  in  Portsmouth  Square; 
children’s  bike  activities  will  be 
available  at  the  Bike  Pod  on  Illinois 
Street  between  Terry  Francois 
Boulevard  and  Cargo  Way;  with 
giveaways,  organized  sports  and  other 
contests  at  the  Joe  Lee  Recreational 
Center.  First  Aid  stations  will  be 
set-up  at  the  Ferry  Building,  along 
Illinois  Street  between  Terry  Francois 
Boulevard  and  Cargo  Way,  and  the 
Joe  Lee  Recreational  Center. 

City  officials  are  confident  that 
sound  planning  will  reduce  the 
adverse  traffic  impacts  caused  by 
the  street  closings.  Sundays  are 


typically  low  traffic  days,  and  the 
closure  dates  were  selected  to  avoid 
Giants  and  49er  games,  as  well  as 
other  major  events  which  prompt 
increases  in  vehicle  use.  In  addition, 
on  the  route’s  eastern  edge  only  the 
Embarcadero’s  northbound  lane  will 
close,  with  cross-traffic  allowed  at 
designated  points. 

Local  cyclists  and  skateboarders 
have  long  believed  that  certain  City 
roadways  and  thoroughfares  should 
be  closed  to  automobiles.  And  former 
Mayor  Willie  Brown  and  Chris  Daly 
have  both  advocated  closing  Market 
Street  to  cars.  Love  it  or  hate  it, 
Sunday  Streets  represents  a step  in 
the  car-less,  green  direction.  If  the 
expected  benefits  materialize,  more 
open  space  pilot  programs  can  be 
expected  around  San  Francisco. 

For  more  information  check-out 
Sunday  Streets  SF .com;  http://www. 
streetfilms.org/archives/ciclovia 
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Bees  and  Why  We  Need 


Them 

By  Mary  Purpura  and  Silvano  Purpura- 
Ponton  iere  . 

Bees  are  in  crisis  worldwide, 
and  they're  not  having  an  easy  time 
on  Potrero  Hill  either.  This  is  bad 
news,  because  bees  are  pollination 
workhorses.  According  to  the  United 
Stated  Department  of  Agriculture, 
bees  are  responsible  for  80  percent  of 
insect-engendered  pollination,  with 
one-third  of  our  diet  coming  directly 
or  indirectly  from  insect-pollinated 
plants.  Many  fruits,  nuts,  vegetables, 
legumes,  and  seed  crops  require 
pollination,  and  dairy  products  and 
eggs  come  from  animals  that  rely,  at 
least  in  part,  on  pollinated  plants  for 
their  food  source. 

Bees  don’t  set  out  to  help  us  by 
pollinating  so  many  of  the  world’s 
plants.  Their  pollinating  activity  is 
a byproduct  of  their  food-gathering 
efforts.  Here’s  how  it  works:  a bee 
flies  to  a flower  to  suck  nectar  out  of 
the  blossom.  When  it  lands,  it  rests 
on  part  of  the  flower  that  contains 
pollen.  Some  pollen  grains  stick  to 
the  bee’s  legs  or  abdomen.  When  she 
flies  to  the  next  flower  to  harvest 
more  nectar,  some  pollen  rubs  off  and 
sticks  on  to  the  flower,  pollinating 
it.  The  plant  can  now  make  seeds, 
propagating  its  further  existence. 


In  2005,  about  half  of  the  country’s 
honey  bees  prematurely  died  or  were 
dramatically  weakened.  By  2008,  70 
percent  of  U.S.  honey  bees  suffered 
an  early  death.  The  culprit  appears  to 
be  Colony  Collapse  Disorder  (CCD). 
Hives  suffering  from  the  disorder 
display  a mysterious  unfolding  of 
events.  The  colony  transforms  from  a 
strong  community  with  many  healthy 
individuals  to  one  with  few  or  no 
survivors.  Queen  bees  are  often  found 
with  a few  young  adult  bees,  lots  of 
baby  bees,  and  more-than-sufficient 
food  reserves.  No  dead  adult  bees 
are  found  in  or  around  the  colony, 
creating  the  effect  of  a bee  ghost 
town. 

No  one  knows  what  causes 
CCD,  but  scientists  have  a number 
of  theories,  including  that  the 
colonies  are  infested  by  previously 
unknown  pathogens;  pesticides 
or  environmental  chemicals  are 
disorienting  the  bees,  altering  their 
all-important  homing  instinct,  or 
damaging  them  physically;  or  a 
combination  of  factors,  including 
disease  or  parasitic  mites  that  could 
make  it  possible  for  opportunistic 
organisms  to  infest  hives. 

Many  gardeners  and  beekeepers 
have  introduced  bee-friendly  plants 
into  their  yards,  or  are  nurturing  one 
or  two  hives,  as  a way  to  address  this 
global  issue  locally.  At  the  Potrero 
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Hill  Community  Garden  on  20th  and 
San  Bruno  streets,  gardeners  installed 
a couple  of  hives  to  aid  in  pollination. 
However,  CCD  wasn’t  the  only  threat 
faced  by  the  garden’s  bees.  On  at  least 
three  separate  occasions,  the  hives 
have  suffered  severe  vandal  attacks. 
In  one  instance,  big  rocks  - weighing 
roughly  10  pounds  each  - were  hurled 
at  the  hives;  another  time,  the  hive 
tops  were  removed,  leaving  the  bees 
vulnerable  and  exposed;  and  on  a 
third  occasion,  a garden  hose  was 
inserted  into  one  of  the  hives  and 
turned  on.  The  nature  of  the  acts,  as 
well  as  an  eyewitness  account  of  one 
of  these  strikes,  have  ruled  out  the 
possibility  of  a marauding  raccoon 
or  possum  being  responsible  for  the 
mischief;  this  is  definitely  the  hand 
of  man  at  work. 


Local  residents  are  upset  about 
the  senseless  attacks  on  insects  that 
are  essential  to  our  ecosystem.  “I  live 
near  the  [Potrero  Hill  Community] 
garden,  and  for  the  first  time  my  fruit 
trees  have  had  fruit,”  reported  Cris 
Rys.  “I... credit  the  bees  at  the  garden 
for  this.” 

The  Potrero  Hill  Community 
Garden  at  20th  and  San  Bruno 
has  a long  waiting  list,  but  if  you 
want  to  get  on  the  list,  email  info© 
PotreroGarden.org  with  your  contact 
information.  Anyone  interested  in 
community  gardening  can  get  started 
right  away  by  adopting  an  available 
space  on  Potrero  Hill  in  need  of 
beautification  or  flower  planting.  You 
can  use  the  same  email  address  above 
to  find  out  more  about  this  option. 


Shawn  Case  of  Bernal  Heights  with  his  5 kW  EE  SOLAR  system 
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Long-time  Dance  Teachers  Build  Community 


Modern  jazz  blues  dance  pioneers  Elvia  Marta  (left)  and  Bayan  Jamay  (right)  have 
taught  classes  together  since  the  mid-1970s  and  are  still  going  strong.  Many  of 
their  students  have  been  with  them  for  a quarter  of  a century.  Photo  by  Rebecca 
Wilkowski. 


By  Lori  Higa 

When  the  elegant,  composed,  red- 
haired  dancer  Bayan  Jamay  turned 
60  she  gifted  herself  a tattoo.  The 
multi-hued  petals  and  leaves  of  a 
flowering  foxglove  intertwined  with 
a dragonfly  are  inked  on  her  right 
shoulder.  “Foxglove  is  the  plant  from 
which  the  heart  medication  digitalis 
is  derived.  I feel  my  tattoo  represents 
dance,  or  ‘heart  medicine,’”  Jamay 
explained. 

Medicine  for  the  heart  is  exactly 
what  Glen  Park  resident  Joanne 
Cohen,  a 39-year-old  therapist- 
counselor,  has  received  from  Jamay 
and  her  teaching  partner,  Elvia 
Marta.  According  to  Cohen,  “Bayan 
and  Elvia  are  the  most  dedicated 
teachers  I’ve  ever  known.  Their 
approach  is  spiritual,  and  shows  a 
level  of  commitment  that  is  unusual. 
They’re  about  building  community.” 
Though  Cohen  has  studied  with  the 
two  for  13  years,  she  swears  she’s 
a newcomer.  Many  of  Jamay’s  and 
Marta’s  students  have  been  dancing 


with  them  for  decades.  "Most  of 
the  students  are  in  their  40s,  50s 
and  60s,’’  Cohen  said.  "Some  take 
classes  from  both  Bayan  and  Elvia, 
who  teach  four  times  a week  back 
to  back.” 

“I  learn  so  much  from  watching 
older  dancers,”  explained  Jill  Harris, 
who’s  been  studying  dance  with 
Jamay  and  Marta  for  a decade  and 
a half.  “It’s  about  depth,  emotion 
and  grace,  not  how  high  you  kick 
your  legs  up.  They  have  more  elegant 
movements.  As  they  get  older,  going 
into  their  60s,  they  become  even  more 
beautiful  in  their  movements.  They 
stay  young  and  strong,  continue  to 
challenge  and  motivate  me  to  see 
new  things,”  said  Harris,  who  owns 
a Hayes  Valley  pilates  studio. 

Jamay,  a Boston  native,  thinks  of 
her  students  as  family.  “We’ve  grown 
up  together..  I’ve  watched  them 
marry,  have  children,  get  divorced.” 
When  Cohen  first  met  Jamay, 
the  instructor  had  had  both  hips 
replaced  and  had  recently  survived 
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breast  cancer.  Jamay  subsequently 
had  both  knees  replaced,  earning 
the  affectionate  nickname  “Bionic 
Woman”  from  her  students. 

Jamay’s  alter  ego  is  her  teaching 
partner,  the  pixie-ish  57-year-old 
Marta.  The  slender  Panamanian 
native  moved  to  San  Francisco’s 
Ingleside  district  with  her  family 
when  she  was  15  years  old.  Marta 
wasn’t  interested  in  dance,  preferring 
track  and  field.  One  day  at  Balboa 
High  School,  the  head  of  the  dance 
department,  Yvonne  McClung,  caught 
Marta  and  her  sister  salsa  dancing  as 
part  of  a cultural  demonstration. 
McClung  knew  raw  talent  when  she 
saw  it,  and  immediately  enrolled 
them  in  dance  classes.  At  first,  Marta 
didn’t  take  to  the  lessons:  “Modem 
dance  was  just  too  dry  for  me.  I liked 
salsa  and  contemporary  Afro  dance, 
which  are  gutsy,  have  a lot  of  feeling, 
touch  my  heart.” 

After  high  school  Marta  moved  to 
Massachusetts,  following  a romantic 
partner  who  was  enrolled  at  the 
prestigious  Berklee  College  of  Music. 
It  was  in  Boston  that  she  began 
studying  with  Jamay,  who  changed 
her  attitude  towards  classical  and 
modem  dance.  The  two  were  members 
of  Expansion,  Consuela  Atlas’  dance 
company.  After  a year,  Marta  was 
homesick  for  San  Francisco,  and 
Jamay  was  restless  for  change;  in 
1976,  they  moved  to  the  City  to  begin 
new  lives. 

Jamay  and  Marta  teach  modern- 
jazz-blues,  which  evolved  from 


their  studies  with  Atlas,  a soloist 
with  the  famed  Alvin  Ailey  Dance 
Theatre.  Their  classes  are  held  at 
ODC  Dance  Commons  on  Shotwell 
Street  on  Potrero  Hill’s  western  edge. 
Both  cite  modern  dance  colossi  like 
Jose  Limon,  Martha  Graham  and 
Lester  Horton  as  influences,  and 
point  to  ballet,  Afro  and  jazz,  as  key 
influences. 

The  two  have  diverse  musical 
tastes.  “I  like  a lot  of  new  music,  like 
Ice  House,  a band  from  Australia, 
women  singers.  I’m  working  on  a 
new  piece  using  Laurie  Anderson’s 
music. ..Nina  Simone,  Regina  Bell, 
Mariah  [Carey],  Lizz  Wright,”  said 
Jamay.  Marta  grew  up  on  “salsa, 
Donny  Hathaway,  Aretha  Franklin 
and  Stevie  Wonder”  and  likes 
Santana,  Alicia  Keys  and  world 
music.  Marta  has  strong  roots  in 
Latin  and  Afro  styles,  while  Bayan 
is  ballet-based.  “Our  two  extremes 
met  in  the  middle.”  They  take  each 
other’s  classes,  teach  for  one  another, 
feed  off  each  other,  enriching  the 
genre  they  created. 

“I  began  late  for  a dancer,  I was 
28,”  recalled  Jamay.  She  took  dance 
class  “eight  times  a week”  with  Atlas, 
who  became  a mentor.  It  was  she 
who  gave  Jamay  her  unusual  moniker 
(she  doesn’t  use  her  birth  name).  “It 
means  ‘she  who  sees  from  within.’ 
I really  feel  like  I got  a chance  to 
start  over.  I used  to  be  a lab  tech, 
I was  married  and  lived  a straight 

Continued  on  Page  18 
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Waylon  on  his  daily  jaunt,  Claudia  Siegel  has  a great 
view  of  San  Francisco  real  estate. 


THE  POTRERO  VIEW  S.pt.mb.r  2008 


SAN  FRANCISCO'S  SOURDOUGH  PIZZA  SINCE  1975 

Goat  Hill  9 ilia 


DELIVERY:  415-974-1303  PICK-UP:  415-641-1440  www.goathillpizza.com 

GOAT  HILL  PIZZA  300  CONNECTICUT  STREET  AT  1 8TH  STREET  POTRERO  HILL  415-641-1440 
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Potrero  Hill  Publicist  Calls  Hill  Home 


By  Nitai  Vinitzky 

Long-time  Potrero  Hill 
resident  Karen  Larsen  has  seen  her 
neighborhood  grow  from  an  insular 
- and  sometimes  dangerous  - village 
to  an  upscale,  but  still  close-knit, 
community.  Larsen,  a film  publicist, 
recently  recounted  her  almost  four- 
decade  history  of  living  on  the  Hill 
in  her  small  South-of-Market  office, 
located  on  Ritch  Street,  a block  from 
AT&T  Park. 

When  Larsen  moved  to  23rd 
and  Carolina  streets  in  1972  most  of 
her  neighbors  were  first  or  second 
generation  Russian  immigrants.  ‘‘You 
would  see  ladies  with  black  hats 
and  black  lace  shirts  walking  down 
the  street,”  she  said.  According  to 
Larsen  “The  area  was  much  smaller 
and  quieter  with  fewer  cars.  It  was 
before  all  the  condos  were  built,”  a 
period  in  which  the  Hill’s  only  coffee 
house  was  the  Daily  Scoop,  now 
Chez  Papa.  “It’s  much  more  affluent 
today,”  Larsen  said.  “There  weren’t 
any  yuppies  living  here  back  then.” 

Larsen  said  that  even  though 
the  Hill  has  changed,  it  remains 
small  and  friendly.  “It’s  a great 
little  community,”  said  Larsen  with 
a big  smile.  “It  feels  so  small;  I used 
to  know  pretty  much  everyone  on 
the  Hill,  mainly  because  I worked  at 
home.”  Larsen  knows  fewer  of  her 
neighbors  today  because  she  spends 
her  days  at  her  SOMA  office. 


Larsen  was  drawn  to  the  Hill 
from  Noe  Valley  because  of  the 
neighborhood’s  low  cost  rents.  “I 
paid  $125  a month  back  then,"  she 
reminisced  with  a laugh.  But  even 
30  years  ago  real  estate  prices  were 
steadily  rising,  prompting  Larsen  to 
buy  her  home  as  soon  as  she  scraped 
together  enough  cash.  “Creditors 
wouldn’t  lend  you  money  if  you  told 
them  you  were  planning  on  living  on 
Potrero  Hill,”  Larsen  said.  “Everyone 
thought  that  Potrero  was  a ghetto 
back  then.” 

Larsen  found  her  way  into  the 
community  through  Enola  Maxwell, 
now  deceased,  who  was  the  director 
of  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood 
House,  known  as  the  Nabe,  for  a 
quarter  of  a century,  and  whose 
daughter,  Sophie  Maxwell,  serves  as 
District  10’s  supervisor.  According 
to  Larsen,  Enola  Maxwell  was  a 
maternal  figure  in  her  life,  offering 
her  friendship,  aid  and  support.  “One 
day  I was  at  the  Neighborhood  House 
and  Enola  asked  me  if  I wanted  to  be 
on  the  communities  housing  board,” 
said  Larsen.  Although  she  didn’t 
know  much  about  serving  on  boards 
or  housing  issues  she  eventually 
agreed.  Several  years  later  she 
became  the  president  of  the  Nabe’s 
board  of  directors. 

Larsen  started  out  as  an 
elementary  school  teacher,  but 
changed  careers  after  four  years, 


jumping  on  an  opportunity  to  work 
as  a production  assistant  at  the 
Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting’s 
local  affiliate,  KQED.  Larsen  quickly 
developed  contacts  with  celebrities  - 
including  Bob  Hope  - while  working 
on  a variety  of  public  radio  programs 
such  as  Newsroom,  which  according 
to  Larsen  was  a precursor  to  All 
Things  Considered ; and  Over-Easy , 
a daily  national  series  about  aging  in 
America.  “I  got  to  work  with  a lot 
of  famous  people,”  she  said. 

Larsen  eventually  developed 
enough  contacts  that  she  was  able 
to  start  her  own  public  relations 
agency,  Larsen  Associates,  which 
mostly  publicizes  for  film  directors 
and  stars.  “My  job  is  to  get  people 
into  Leah  Garchik’s  column  [in  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle ] called 
the  “in-crowd,”  said  Larsen  with  a 
determined  look  on  her  face.  She 
added  that  to  succeed,  “You  have  to 
stay  in  good  know  with  the  editors 
and  make  them  respect  and  like 
you.” 

Larsen  also  helps  organize  a 
number  of  the  City’s  film  festivals, 
including  the  Asian  Film  Fest,  Berlin 
and  Beyond,  and  the  LGBTQ,  Jewish, 
and  Indie  film  festivals.  According 
to  Larsen  there’s  a festival  in  San 
Francisco  virtually  every  month  of 
the  year. 

Born  in  Oakland,  and  raised 
in  Berkeley,  from  a young  age 


Larsen  was  interested  in  organizing 
community  events  and  producing 
plays.  “Organizing  shows  was  what 
I liked  to  do  best.”  Larsen’s  parents 
regularly  took  her  and  her  younger 
sister  Susan  to  the  Park  Theatre  in 
Lafayette,  “My  mother  knew  all  of 
the  supporting  actors  in  all  of  the 
movies  we  went  to  see  when  I was 
a child.” 

Two  of  Larsen’s  three  daughters, 
Lael  and  Inga,  still  live  in  the 
neighborhood,  while  their  sister, 
Berit,  resides  in  Half  Moon  Bay. 
Their  close  proximity  enables  Larsen 
to  spend  much  of  her  free  time  with 
her  nine  grandchildren.  When  asked 
what  the  future  holds,  Larsen  said 
that  she’d  like  to  hand  over  her 
business  soon  and  go  traveling.  “I 
went  to  Italy  last  year,”  Larsen  said 
with  a wide  grin.  “I  would  love  to  go 
back  soon." 
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■ Right  Hlre  on  Potrero  Hill 
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susancrs@aol.com  415  552  0129  x155  Current  Listings  Sold  Properties  Marketing  Credentials 


Certified  Luxury  Member  of  Zephyr's  Certified  Residential 

Home  Specialist  Premier  Property  Team  Specialist 


your  neighborhood  home  expert 

over  30  years  experience  and  500  San  Francisco  properties  sold 


#1  agent  on  Potrero  Hill 


NEW!!!  Come  see...  www.SusanOlk.com 
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Hill  Cafe  Provides  Venue  for 


Play  Group 


Skye  Buchanan  (left)  and  Daphne 
Magnawa  enjoy  the  trains  at  Slippery 
Fish.  Photo  by  Christina  Li. 


By  Christina  Li 

“Slippery  Fish,  Slippery  Fish, 
sliding  through  the  water...”  Sara 
O’Neill,  mother  of  three-year-old 
John  Haley,  wiggles  her  hands  in 
a fishlike  motion  as  she  sings  the 
tune  to  the  children’s  song  that  gave 
name  to  the  innovative  Slippery 
Fish  Cooperative.  The  parent-run 
cooperative  was  formed  in  2007  by 
four  mothers,  with  funding  support 
from  a First  Five  grant  and  space 
provided  by  Axis  Cafe. 

Slippery  Fish  started  out  as  a 
babysitting  exchange,  with  four 
families  taking  turns  hosting  play 
groups  at  one  another’s  homes.  But 
as  babies  become  toddlers,  keeping 
them  in  confined  spaces  became  more 
challenging.  The  parents  decided  to 
launch  a formal  cooperative,  with 
enough  space  for  their  children  to 
roam  and  explore.  Slippery  Fish 
was  born. 

The  founding  parents  - Sara 
O’Neill,  Elizabeth  Buchanan,  Shiraaz 
Bhabha,  and  Anita  Ahmed  - quickly 
realized  that  leasing  space  would 
be  too  expensive.  However,  they 
discovered  that  Axis  Cafe  was  willing 
to  offer  their  studio  free  of  charge. 
“It  was  just  too  good  to  be  true,  and  it 
still  is,”  O’Neill  exclaimed.  According 
to  Hannah  Walker,  Axis  Community 
Project’s  (ACP)  lead  coordinator, 
“We  as  a cafe  decided  they  can  have 
the  space  for  free.  We’re  a cafe  that’s 
nonprofit  making.  We  just  didn’t  feel 


comfortable  with  making  them  pay  a 
monthly  amount.” 

Located  at  the  intersection  of 
Eighth  and  16th  streets,  Axis  Cafe’s 
ACP  has  goal  of  serving  families, 
children  and  Potrero  Hill  residents. 
ACP  hosts  weekly  art  events,  a family 
night  on  Monday  evenings,  and  a 
monthly  Movie  Night.  “Our  vision 
is  not  to  be  just  a cafe.  It  should  be 
more  than  that,  and  it’s  all  about 
community,”  said  Walker. 

Slippery  Fish  children  are  able 
to  interact  with  one  another  in  a 
childproof  atmosphere  full  of  toys 
stored  onsite.  Participating  children 
enjoy  free  play,  snack,  storytime 
and  a planned  craft  activity.  They 
regularly  dance,  play  with  trains, 
or  pretend  play  with  a toy  kitchen. 
Special  guests,  such  as  a musician 
or  yoga  teacher,  are  often  invited.  “I 
look  forward  to  the  days  my  daughter 
goes  to  Slippery  Fish,  even  when 
I have  to  work,  as  I know  she  will 
have  fun  with  her  friends  and  have 
an  enriching  morning,”  Lisa  Tehrani, 
one  of  the  cooperative’s  parent- 
teachers  explained.  "It  is  nice  to  be 
involved  in  this  sort  of  experience 
with  her  before  she  heads  off  to 
preschool,”  she  added. 

Children  ages  18-months  to  three- 
years  can  participate  either  two  or 
four  days  a week,  Mondays  through 
Thursdays  from  9 a.m.  to  noon. 
Parents  are  required  to  work  half 
of  the  number  of  days  their  children 
attend,  volunteering  to  manage  the 
morning  program  or  signing  on  for  a 
particular  job.  such  as  maintenance 
or  purchasing. 

Slippery  Fish  is  in  the  process 
of  becoming  an  official  nonprofit 
organization.  The  founding  members 
hope  that  newer  families  will  take 
over  cooperative  management  as  the 
inaugural  class  moves  onto  preschool. 
Eight  children  ages  two  to  three 
currently  attend  the  cooperative, 
with  six  on  Monday/Wednesday 
and  four  on  Tuesday/Thursdays, 
which  gives  them  and  their  parents 
an  opportunity  to  get  to  know  their 
neighbors. 

For  more  information  visit  www. 
slipperyfish-sf.com. 
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Let  your  relatives 
out  of  the  closet! 


i Digitize  your  family  photos. 


Bring  your  photo  and  camera  film  treasures 
along  with  this  ad  to  NEWLAB  and  turn  them  into 
digital  memories  and  prints  you  can  share! 


T 65 1 Bryant  St  : San  Francisco 

(415)905-8555  : newlab.com 

•Offer  volid  through  10/1/08 


Contemporary  open 
kitchen/living/ 
dining  area  with  gas 
fireplace,  stainless 
appliances,  center 
island  & skylight. 
Huge  master  suite 
with  romantic  master 
bath;  Jacuzzi  tub  and 
separate  shower. 


Stunning  tri-level  condominium  on 
desirable  north  slope  in  Potrero  Hill 

SOLD  $1,249,000 


We  are  Potrero!  On  the  Hill  to  Serve  the  Community  Better. 


• Consistently  Potrero  Hill's  #1  Selling  Team 

• Over  one  quarter  BILLION  dollars  in  San  Francisco  sales 

• 40  combined  years  specializing  in  Potrero  Hill  property 
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Spare  Rooms 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

them  to  quickly  pull  their  ad. 

This  colossal  response  isn’t 
uncommon.  Julie  Barro,  a CitiGroup 
analyst,  has  attended  her  fair  share 
of  open  house  and  interview-style 
roommate  searches  over  the  past  two 
years.  One  apartment  she  looked 
at  near  Dolores  Park  received  400 
applicants  within  a week.  At  another 
shared  apartment  she  moved  out  of, 
the  person  on  the  lease  whittled  down 
the  market  the  traditional  way:  he 
raised  the  rent  of  her  room  by  $400. 
And  he  still  received  more  than  ten 
interested  respondents. 

More  typically,  housemates 
at  shared  houses  - particularly 
in  the  Mission  District  - are  of 
the  progressive  bent,  choosing  a 
roommate  based  on  personality, 
not  income  level.  The  roommate 
search  protocol  often  follows  one 
of  three  formats:  one-on-one,  group 
interviews,  or  - as  is  vogue  these  days 
- an  open  house,  fraternity  rush- 
style.  Open  houses  are  considered  a 
win  for  both  sides:  the  housemates 
can  vet  the  applicants  in  a social 
setting,  and  the  applicants  can 
appraise  the  housemates  in  a more 
organic  context. 

Michelle  Russell,  a Trader’s  Joe 
employee,  underwent  the  traditional 
interview  while  looking  at  a room  on 
Pond  Street  in  the  Castro.  “I  could 
tell  I was  their  type.  They  were  two 
gay  guys  and  looking  for  someone 
laid-back,”  she  said.  When  the 
interviews  dragged  on  for  hours,  she 
worried  a new  arrival  could  usurp  her 


appeal.  To  her  luck,  she  happened 
to  know  the  neighbor  across  the 
street,  who  threw  in  a good  word. 
“The  connection  definitely  pushed 
me  over  the  edge.  I knew  I was  in  at 
that  point.” 

Barro  has  observed  a number  of 
trends  in  the  Craigslist  postings  for 
spare  rooms.  "There  are  definitely 
people  who  post  the  ‘we’re  artsy  types’ 
Craigslist  ads,”  which  emphasize  how 
eccentric  the  housemates  purport  to 
be.  The  ‘please  bring  food'  line  that 
accompanies  open  house  invitations 
can  induce  all  sorts  of  groveling, 
according  to  Barro.  “The  way  people 
bring  food  to  these  things,  it  can  feel 
like  bribery,”  she  said. 

The  19th  and  Capp  streets 
housemates  pared  down  their  inbox 
of  respondents  democratically,  and 
mathematically.  They  decided  that 
each  current  roommate  should  select 
five  of  the  100  applicants  to  invite 
to  the  open  house;  the  ones  who 
sounded  “normal,”  according  to  one 
housemate.  Of  those  selected  only 
ten  were  able  to  attend  during  the 
two  hour  open  house  period. 

The  19th  and  Capp  streets 
Craigslist  posting  read  as  follows: 
“Eight  rad  people  in  the  Mission 
looking  for  a new  housemate. 
We're  a teacher,  carpenter,  social 
science  researcher,  editor,  social 
justice  worker,  and  environmental 
consultant  ...$650/month  ...house 
is  spacious,  the  walls  are  thick,  and 
people’s  schedules  fairly  diverse,  so 
it’s  surprisingly  quiet... e-mail  back 
with  details  about  yourself.”  The 
open  house  invitation  attempted  to 

Continued  on  Page  1 6 


Association  of  merchants  and  businesses 


Thanks  to  UCSF  Community  Relations  & the  Pub  at  UCSF 
Mission  Bay  for  hosting  a fabulous  PHAMB  Member  Mixer  in  June! 


Our  next  mixer  is  coming  up  in  September 


KEEP  IT 
ON 

THE  HILL. 


Join  now  for: 

• Networking  events  for  local  businesses 

• Marketing  opportunities 

• A voice  in  local  government  and  planning 
•To  get  involved  in  your  local  neighborhood! 


ANYONE  CAN  GIVE  YOU 
AN  ANSWER.  DOESN’T 
MEAN  IT’S  A SOLUTION. 


Uninformed  answers 
are  costly.  Solutions 
are  accountable. 
Our  on  site  minds 
are  not  just  informed 
and  experienced, 
but  solve  in  sync 
with  architects 
and  owners. 
Smart,  deliberate 
collaboration  protects 
your  design  and 
budget  integrity. 
Because  the  next 
time  we  ask  for  your 
business  we’d  hope 
for  an  informed 
answer  from  you. 

’Yes." 
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ASSOCIATES 

pi 

ON  SITE  INTELLIGENCE 


415.503.0055 

spark-associates.com 

license#  546094 


Serving  an^>  Offending  ^People  an  l?atrera  Hill  Since  1989 


LUNCH  • DINNER  • WEEKEND  BRUNCH 

MONDAY-FRIDAY  11:30-10:30  BAR  TIL  ? 
SATURDAY  11:00-10:00  SUNDAY  10:00-10:00 

100  Connecticut  Street  at  17th  Street,  SF  94107 


* HEATED  OUTDOOR  PATIO  * 

* PRIVATE  DINING  ROOM  * 
AVAILABLE  FOR  PARTIES 

★ KID  FRIENDLY  * 


SATELLITE  SPORTS  WITH  6 TV'S 


ML  Baseball  Playoffs  Coming  Soon! 
NFL  Games  On  Now  at  The  Yankee! 
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PLEASE  VISIT  OUR  WEBSITE  @ THEYANKEE.COM  FOR  DATES  & TIMES 


www.PotreroHill.biz 

1 459  1 8th  Street,  # 1 05,  SF,  C A 94107  * phone:  4 1 5.34 1 .8949 
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Web  Professionals  Gather 
for  WordCamp  2008 
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To  spam  or  not  to  spam?  Ben  Huh  discusses  the  proper  ways  to  utilize  viral  mar- 

keting  on  the  internet.  Photo  by  Courtney  Patubo  / Switchblade  Creative  Studios, 
Inc. 


By  Marie  Rochelle  Macaspac 

The  third  annual  Wordcamp,  a 
Wordpress-sponsored  conference 
that  attracts  web  developers, 
designers,  and  users,  took  place 
last  month  at  the  University  of 
California,  San  Francisco  (USCF), 
Mission  Bay  Conference  Center. 
Wordpress,  which  was  launched  as 
a blog  publishing  system  platform, 
is  now  a popular  website  content 
management  system,  and  hosts  an 
amazing  2.3  million  blogs  on  the 
Internet. 

Wordpress  participants  had 
the  opportunity  to  ask  all  their 
burning  questions  to  experts  at  the 
Wordpress  Genius  Bar,  learn  about 
the  latest  security  features  from  self- 
proclaimed  “Wordpress  Ninja”  Mark 
Jaquith,  and  hear  about  Wordpress’ 


past,  present,  and  future  from  its 
founder,  Matt  Mullenweg. 

During  his  “State  of  the  Word” 
keynote  presentation,  Mullenweg 
alluded  to  several  improvements 
that  will  likely  soon  be  unveiled  for 
Wordpress  users,  such  as  automatic 
updates  and  a focus  on  providing 
more  themes,  the  visual  personalities 
of  Wordpress-based  websites.  “I’m 
glad  to  hear  that  Wordpress  is  going 
to  consolidate  all  the  themes  into  a 
single  directory,”  said  Jesse  Keyes, 
a freelance  web  consultant. 

Attendees  seemed  particularly 
happy  with  the  conference  venue, 
the  UCSF  Mission  Bay  Conference 
Center,  which  featured  strong  WiFi 
connections,  ample  parking,  large 
conference  rooms,  and  most  of  all, 
comfortable  chairs. 


Funding 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

residential  development  and  $16 
a square  foot  for  nonresidential 
development.  These  fee  levels  would 
rise  if  a developer  increases  building 
heights  by  up  to  four  stories  over  the 
height  limits  set  for  the  area. 

Based  on  its  proposed  fee  levels 
the  Planning  Department  estimates 
that  new  development  will  yield  $150 
million  in  total  revenue,  less  than  half 
the  estimated  $400  million  needed 
to  meet  the  open  space,  transit, 
child  care,  library,  and  educational 
needs  prompted  by  the  anticipated 
population  increases  in  the  four 
neighborhoods. 

The  Planning  Department 
proposes  that  a mix  of  alternative 
funding  sources  be  tapped  to  make 
up  the  quarter  billion  dollar  public 
services  deficit,  including  tax 
increment  financing,  community 
benefit  districts  - which  would  either 
divert  tax  revenues  that  otherwise 
would  go  to  the  City’s  general  fund; 
or  assess  fees  on  neighborhood 
businesses  and  residents  - and  grants 
from  other  government  agencies, 
businesses  and  foundations.  However, 
the  Department  has  provided  little 
evidence  to  support  the  viability 
of  these  options.  “All  of  these 
funding  mechanisms  are  good  ideas, 
but  they  all  have  issues  and  the 
Planning  Department  does  not  offer 
a process  on  how  to  implement 
them,”  said  Tony  Kelly,  President  of 
the  Potrero  Boosters  Neighborhood 
Association. 

According  to  the  Planning 
Department,  tax  increment  financing 
could  yield  up  to  $170  million  over 
two  decades.  However,  this  financing 
tool  is  only  legally  permissible  in 
redevelopment  areas;  implementing 
it  elsewhere  would  require  a change 
to  state  law.  Ken  Rich,  Area  Plans 
Program  Manager,  explained  that  the 
Planning  Department  is  looking  at 
Chicago  as  a model  for  tax  increment 
financing.  The  Board  of  Supervisors 
is  expected  to  discuss  the  option  as 
part  of  Area  Plans  hearings  slated  to 
be  held  this  month. 

Community  benefit  districts 
have  been  created  along  a few  of  the 
City’s  commercial  corridors  to  help 
pay  for  street  beautification,  among 
other  public  services.  However, 
the  districts  yield  modest  revenues, 
equaling  a few  hundred  thousand 
dollars  a year.  Implementing  this 
option  would  require  ballot  approval 
by  the  property  owners  that  would 
be  charged. 


Concentra 

Medical  Center 


Now  offering 

URGENT  CARE  SERVICES 

Accepting  most  insurances 
Cash  Discounts  available 

Hours  of  operation: 

7a.m.  to  7p.m. 

Monday  thru  Friday 

Call  for  any  questions  to 
415.648.9501 


728  20th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


The  Planning  Department  is 
counting  on  grant  funding  to  supply 
a large  portion  of  the  remaining 
community  amenity  costs.  Rich 
explained  that  the  Department 
has  already  been  awarded  more 
than  $1  million  to  examine  transit 
effectiveness  strategies.  Setting 
aside  the  relative  small  grant  size 
compared  to  the  potential  need, 
Kelly  counters  that  this  study  should 
have  been  completed  before  the  Area 
Plans  were  adopted  by  the  Planning 
Commission. 

While  the  proposed  impact 
fees  would  not  generate  sufficient 
revenues  to  pay  for  needed  public 
services,  Rich  pointed-out  that  San 
Francisco  charges  a variety  of  fees 
and  imposes  a number  of  mandates 
that  increase  development  costs.  In 
addition  to  impact  fees,  the  Planning 
Department  proposes  that  under  the 
Area  Plans  new  developments  consist 
of  18  percent  below  market  rate 
units.  In  contrast,  new  residential 
development  in  other  San  Francisco 
neighborhoods  are  required  to 
provide  only  15  percent  of  their 
units  at  below  market  rates.  Building 
height  limits  would  be  allowed  to 
increase  one  to  two  stories  if  a new 
building  has  20  percent  affordable 
units;  and  up  to  four  stories  if  it  has 
22  percent  affordable  units.  If  a 
developer  chooses  not  to  develop  the 
affordable  units  they  can  dedicate 
sufficient  land  to  the  City  suitable 
to  construct  25  to  40  or  more  below 
market  rate  units. 

Several  years  ago  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  adopted  a policy 
specifying  that  new  residential 
development  in  the  Eastern 
Neighborhoods  consist  of  at  least 
64  percent  below  market  rates.  The 
Planning  Department’s  proposal 
meets  only  half  of  that  standard. 

The  Area  Plans  also  include  an 
incentive  to  develop  middle  income 
units,  affordable  to  those  earning 
120  to  150  percent  of  the  area  median 
income.  Under  that  provision  30 
to  45  percent  of  units  that  are  in 
a development  would  have  to  be 
available  for  middle  income  tenants. 
The  percentage  required  also  varies 
based  on  the  height  of  the  building. 

Kelly  is  concerned  that  with 
inadequate  impact  fee  revenues  the 
neighborhoods  could  suffer.  “We 
are  definitely  the  most  deficient 
on  open  space  and  transit  and  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  needs  to  figure 
out  how  to  make  the  plans  fully 
supported,”  he  explained.  “This  is 
how  you  create  a NIMBY  [Not  In  My 
Back  Yard]  response  by  the  public; 
this  is  how  you  make  all  the  existing 
and  new  residents  miserable.  You 
have  to  have  those  improvements 
otherwise  there  is  no  reason  to  do  the 
development.” 

“The  skepticism  is 
understandable,”  commented  Rich, 
“but  it  remains  true  that  this  is  the 
most  ambitious  effort  we  have  done 
in  the  City  so  far.  We  have  been  very 
upfront  about  the  gap  that  exists. 
The  impact  fees  and  grants  get  us  a 
certain  part  of  the  way  but  we  have 
been  clear  that  we  need  another 
funding  source  to  get  us  the  rest  of 
way.” 


St.  Teresa  of  Avila  Catholic  Church 

19th  Street,  Between  Connecticut  & Missouri  Street 
Serving  the  people  of  Potrero  Hill,  Mission  Bay,  and  South 
Embarcadero 


Special  Events 

Welcoming  Sundays: 

The  1st  weekend  of  each  month.  Come 
and  meet  your  neighbors. 

Saturday  (Vigil),  Sept  6 at  4: 1 5 pm 
Sunday,  Sept.  7 at  8:30  & 10:00  am 
St.  Francis  Day  Mass 

- Join  us  on  Sunday.  October  5 at  10am 
for  our  annual  St.  Francis  celebration! 

- Please  bring  your  dogs,  cats,  and 
other  pets  for  a special  blessing 

- Mass  will  be  celebrated  outside  the 
church,  followed  by  a potluck 


Weekly  Mass  Schedule 
Saturday:  4:15  pm 
Sunday:  8:30  am 

10:00  am 

Weekdays: 

Tuesday  & Friday:  8:30  am 
First  Friday:  1 1:00  am 


For  more  information: 
Call:  415-285-5272 
E-mail:  infor@stteresasf.ora 
Visit:  www.stteresasf.org 
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Costa  Rican  Artist  Paints  Potrero  Hill  Fence 


Frederico  Herrero  in  front  of  his  painting.  Photo  by 


Peter  Linenthal. 


"We  have  such  a fantastic  tradition 
of  mural  making  in  San  Francisco, 
so  I thought  why  not  try  something 
a little  different?” 

Herrero’s  work  was  formally 
unveiled  on  August  12,  followed 
by  a reception  at  Goat  Hill  Pizza. 
One  of  the  attendees  was  Peter 
Linenthal,  the  owner  of  the  fence  on 
which  Herrero’s  painting  has  been 
installed.  According  to  Linenthal, 
who’s  a children’s  book  illustrator 
and  the  Potrero  Hill  Archives  Project 
director,  a Wattis  representative 
rang  his  doorbell  looking  for  a site 
for  the  painting  and  he  thought, 
“Why  not?”  Linenthal  said  that 
he  initially  agreed  to  allow  the 
painting  to  remain  up  until  the  end  of 


August,  after  which  the  school  would 
repaint  his  fence.  But  the  painting, 
which  Linenthal  said  is  somewhat 
mysterious,  is  going  to  be  there  for 
a while.  “There’s  something  about 
art  for  its  own  sake,”  Linenthal 
said.  “It’s  not  advertising  anything. 
It  doesn’t  have  any  axes  to  grind. 
I think  it’s  an  enhancement  to  the 
neighborhood.  It  can  be  whimsical 
and  it  can  be  profound.” 

Herrero  hopes  other  Potrero  Hill 
residents  feel  the  same  way  about  his 
painting.  “I  would  like  everybody 
to  have  some  kind  of  reflection  on  it 
and  to  look  forward  to  passing  by  it 
on  their  way  home  or  to  their  job,” 
he  said. 


By  Emily  Wilson 

Costa  Rican  artist  Federico 
Herrero  never  plans  out  his  paintings 
or  sketches  them  ahead  of  time.  The 
color  and  design  of  the  painting 
that  now  covers  a residential 
fence  at  1400  18th  Street,  near 
Christopher’s  Books,  was  inspired 
by  the  surrounding  neighborhood. 
“It’s  an  improvisation,”  Herrero  said. 
“My  goal  is  to  be  in  the  present.  A 
lot  of  mural  painting  has  something 
about  history  or  politics  or  religion. 
This  type  of  wall  painting  is  not  that. 
It’s  been  influenced  by  circumstances 
of  the  moment.” 

Herrero's  work  is  part  of 
Passengers,  a unique  exhibition  at  the 
Wattis  Institute,  California  College  of 
the  Arts.  The  show  is  divided  into 
two  rooms,  one  featuring  11  artists; 
the  other  a solo  show.  At  the  end  of 
each  month  the  artists  rotate:  the 
previous  month’s  solo  artist  leaves 
the  exhibition;  an  artist  from  the 
group  show  moves  into  the  solo  space; 
and  a new  artist  is  introduced  into  the 
group  show.  Because  of  the  nature 
of  Herrero’s  work  his  painting  was 
installed  at  the  18th  Street  location, 


where  it  could  remain  until  the  end 
of  the  year  or  longer. 

According  to  the  Wattis’  curator, 
Jens  Hoffman,  Passengers  is  part 
of  a new  dynamic  approach  to  how 
exhibitions  are  organized.  The 
exhibition  showcases  emerging 
international  artists  who’ve  never 
before  had  a solo  show  in  the  United 
States.  The  artists  have  a diversity 
of  styles,  and  come  from  a number  of 
different  countries,  including  Brazil, 
Portugal,  and  Slovakia. 

Hoffman  was  particularly  keen 
on  including  a Central  America 
artist,  since  there  are  so  many  Central 
Americans  in  San  Francisco.  Hoffman 
considers  Herrero,  who  is  from  San 
Jose,  Costa  Rica,  one  of  the  region’s 
most  important  visual  artists.  “Most 
of  his  forms  and  colors  are  inspired 
by  the  lush  vegetation  in  Costa  Rica 
and  the  urban  setting  where  he  is 
from,”  he  said.  “In  his  work  nature 
sort  of  fights  back.”  Hoffman  was 
also  pleased  to  exhibit  Herrero’s 
painting  outdoors  in  a residential 
neighborhood  rather  than  in  the 
gallery.  “It’s  summer  and  people 
enjoy  being  outside,”  Hoffman  said. 


November  4th  GENERAL  ELECTION  ENDORSEMENTS 


CALIFORNIA  PROPOSITIONS 

I — Y eS  High  Speed  Rail  Bond  Act. 

2-  YES!!  Standards  for  Confining  Farm  Animals. 

3-  Yes  Children's  Hospital  Bond  Act. 

^ _ NO  Waiting  Period  and  Parental  Notification  Before  Termination  of 
Minor’s  Pregnancy. 

^ YES  Nonviolent  Drug  Offenses.  Sentencing,  Parole  and  Rehabilitation. 

6 — No  Police  and  Law  Enforcement  Funding.  Criminal  Penalties  and  Laws. 

7 — No  position  Renewable  Energy  Generation 

8 - NO!!  Eliminates  Right  of  Same-Sex  Couples  to  Marry. 

9 -No  Criminal  Justice  System.  Victims’  Rights.  Parole. 

I 0 — No  position  Alternative  Fuel  Vehicles  and  Renewable  Energy.  Bonds. 

I I — Y eS  Redistricting. 

12-  Yes  Veterans’  Bond  Act  of  2008. 

Candidates  & Local  Propositions:  September  2nd  meeting 
More  Local  Propositions:  September  9th  meeting 

All  meetings  are  open  to  the  public. 

For  more  information,  please  visit  our  web  site:  www.PHDemClub.org 


7 back  the  family 
insurance  I sell 
with  good  neighbor 
service.  Call  me.  ” 


STATE  FARM 


Like  a 

Good  Neighbor 
State  Farm 
Is  There 


‘See  me  for  Cdr.  Home.  life,  tnd 
Urdlih  tmurance 


LINDA  K.  WILLIAMS 
1 536  20th  Street 

— ' w 648-1155 

email:  linda@lindawilliams.us 
website,  www.lindawilliams.us 


Three  paths,  a single  goal. 


Imagine:  Three  independent,  talented,  experienced  REALTORS®  working  toward 
your  real  estate  goals.  Right  here  on  Potrero  Hill. 

Give  one  a call  today,  or  drop  in  for  a visit  to  see  what  they  can  do  for  you. 


1 542  20th  Street  • www.zephyrsf.com 


Joan  Meyer 

415.517.8222 

joanmeyer@zephyrsf.  com 


Douglas  Ruark 

415.710.8625 

douglasmark@zephyrsf.com 


Michelle  Stephens 
415.637.1898 

michellestephens@zephyrsf.com 
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Kids  on  the  Block  By  Stacey  Bartlett 


Danika  Erin  was 
born  June  1 1 to 
happy  Potrero  Hill 
parents  Laurie 
and  Damien 
Shulock.  She 
joins  Harley  the 
cat  at  home. 


Danika  is  now 


an  international 
traveler,  joining 
Mom  and  Dad 
on  a trip  to 
Vancouver. 


■K? 

Melody  Claire  Alduy  Berman  was 
impatient  to  discover  the  world, 
enchanting  her  parents  on  July 
4th,  three  weeks  before  her  due 
date.  At  only  five  pounds  and  44 
centimeters,  she’s  the  cutest  of 
all  the  little  princesses.  Parents 
Cecile  and  Ken  of  Wisconsin 
Street  are  madly  in  love  with  her 
and  are  swimming  in  happiness 
days  and  nights. 


Charlie  Hallman  now  has  a little 
sister!  Calliope  Harper  Marchick 
Hallman  was  born  on  Tuesday, 
August  12th  at  1:09  p.m. 
weighing  in  at  seven  pounds,  four 
ounces,  and  20  inches  in  length. 
She’s  excited  to  go  to  Jackson 
Park  and  eat  banana  bread  at 
Farley's  Cafe. 


Sara  Moss,  age  seven,  earned  rave 
reviews  (from  her  parents!)  in  her 
acting  debut  as  Squirrel  Number 
One  in  the  July  25th  musical 
performance  of  Frog  and  Todd  at  the 
San  Francisco  Jewish  Community 

Center. 

Alec  Saint-Arnaud  celebrated  his 
first  birthday  on  August  26th.  His 
parents,  Sarah  and  Nicolas,  are 
pleased  to  have  a little  Potrero 
Hillian  on'theif  hands! 


WHOLE  FOODS  MARKET™ 

POTRERO  HILL 


FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER,  19TH 


BIRTHDAY  CAKE  CELEBRATION  AT  1PM! 


JOIN  US  FOR 
FESTIVITIES 
ALL  DAY 
LONG! 

FIRST  100 
GUESTS 
RECEIVE 
A FREE 
GIFT!* 

‘■'WITH  PURCHASE  OF  J25 


Let  Borrego  Make  Solar  a Reality  for  Your  Home  or  Business 


Borrego  Solar,  with  our  extensive  experience  in  the  city,  is  uniquely  positioned  to  help  residents 
and  businesses  take  advantage  of  the  nation’s  largest  municipal  solar  program  to  date. 


Go  solar  now  with  practically  no  upfront  costs. 

In  addition  to  state  and  federal  incentives,  only  San  Franciscans  get; 

$6,000  per  residential  meter 

• Up  to  $10,000  per  commercial  meter 

Funds  are  available  on  a first  come  first  served  basis.  Call  one  of 
our  San  Francisco  Solar  Energy  Consultants  and  schedule  a free  site 
evaluation  at  your  property  today. 

• Go  solar  and  save  $$  at  the  same  time 

• Protect  against  rising  energy  costs 

• Increase  property  value  through  better  cash  flow 

• No  “cost  of  living”  increase  for  tenants 

• Protect  the  environment 


BORREGO  SOLAR 


Lie.  #814435 

888-225-1341  www.BorregoSolar.com/sanfrancisco 


SHARP 

.sqlsr.electjrpity 
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Potrero  Hill  Toddler  Ewan 
Pedersen  Visits  Tibetan 
School  .MM 


By  Heather  Wagenfeld 


Potrero  Hill  residents  Ewan 
Pedersen,  three  and  a half  years 
old,  and  his  dad  Liam  recently 
returned  from  Tibet,  where  Ewan’s 
grandmother,  Charlotte,  currently 
lives.  Under  Charlotte’s  guidance  the 
two  spent  a couple  of  weeks  exploring 
the  country,  seeing  and  experiencing 
how  Tibetans  live. 

Charlotte  teaches  English  at  a 
Tibetan  high  school.  With  funding 
from  nongovernmental  organizations 
- particularly  The  Bridge  Fund,  www. 
bridgefund.org  - she’s  established 
English  training  programs  for 
academically  gifted  teenagers  and 
young  adults.  Charlotte  is  also 
raising  funds  to  restore  monasteries, 
village  water  works,  and  provide 
much  needed  items  for  schools. 

Liam  and  Ewan  were  part 
of  a group  led  by  Charlotte  that 
delivered  beds  and  quilts  to  a school 


for  Nomadic  children,  who  live  in 
mountainous  villages  and  whose 
families  engage  in  subsistence 
farming  and  nomadic  herding.  Two 
hundred  clapping  people  lined 
the  street  as  the  group  arrived, 
welcoming  them  in  gratitude. 

Ewan  drew  plenty  of  attention 
throughout  the  trip;  a young  Western 
child  is  a rarity  in  rural  China 
and  Tibet.  He  made  friends  easily 
with  other  children,  but  at  times 
was  possessive  about  his  dad,  who 
at  6 foot  5 inches  attracted  much 
attention  himself! 

Liam  said  it  was  one  of  the  most 
moving  and  culturally  enriching 
experiences  of  his  life.  Equally, 
it  reminded  him  how  grateful 
Westerners  should  be  for  publicly- 
provided  education.  Ewan  started 
preschool  at  Potrero  Kids  at  Daniel 
Webster  this  month. 


Radiance 
model  home 


FEEL  THE  WARMTH  OF  A 


HOME 


naan 


Radiance's  new  model  home  is  now  open!  Experience 
for  yourself  how  much  space  a Radiance  home  offers. 
Touch  the  upscale  materials  and  finishings.  See  the 
unique  waterside  location.  One  visit  and  you'll 
understand  how  rare  an  opportunity  like  Radiance  is. 


PRICED  FROM  $649,000  TO  $2,549,000 
Move  in  early  summer.  Only  45  homes  remain. 


Sales  Office 


China  Basin  St. 

5nBay*«*-' 


MODEL  HOME  GRAND  OPENING: 

325  China  Basin  St.  at  Terry  Francois  Blvd. 

Call  the  Radiance  sales  office  at 

41  5-61  8-001 1 to  book  a private  viewing. 

SALES  OFFICE: 

located  at  201  King  Street  (at  3rd  St)  f j 
Open  daily  1 1 -5  pm 

RadianceSanFran.com  bosa 

BosaDev.com  ~~  L__ 


AIL  REFERENCE  TO  SQUARE  FOOTAGE  OR  FLOOR  AREA  ARE  APPROXIMATE  AND  ARE  BASED  UPON  THE  GROSS  SQUARE  FOOTAGE 
OF  THE  RESIDENTIAL  UNITS  SHOWN  ON  THE  ARCHITECTURAL  DRAWINGS  PRICES  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  WITHOUT  NOTICE 
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Taking  it  to  the  Street:  The 
Art  of  Steamroller  Printing 


Linoleum  blocks  prepare  to  be  squashed  at  last  years  Roadworks  event. 


By  Katherine  Case 

With  vendor  tables,  food,  music 
and  kids’  activities,  the  San  Francisco 
Center  for  the  Book's  (SFCB) 
Roadworks  Steamroller  Prints  street 
fair  is  a seminal  event.  The  festival’s 
main  attraction  is  the  steamroller:  a 
three-ton  giant  that  stands  by  while 
teams  of  SFCB  artists  and  volunteers 
ink-up  large  scale  linoleum  blocks 
and  ready  them  to  be  printed. 

The  street  fair  will  be  held  on 
September  20th  from  noon  to  5 p.m. 
on  De  Haro  Street  between  16th  and 
17th  streets.  Six  artists  carved  three 
by  three  foot  linoleum  blocks;  each 
block  will  be  steamroller-printed  in 


an  edition  of  three  during  the  street 
fair,  with  one  print  by  each  artist 
auctioned  off  at  SFCB’s  gala  dinner 
in  November.  This  year’s  artists  are 
Enrique  Chagoya,  Patricia  Curtan, 
Emory  Douglas,  Jason  Jagel,  Rik 
Olson  and  Favianna  Rodriguez. 

In  addition  to  the  big  prints  a 
slew  of  one  by  one  foot  “Little  Linos” 
will  also  be  printed.  Little  Linos 
can  be  carved  by  anyone,  and  are 
sold  hot  off  the  asphalt  during  the 
event.  At  last  year’s  festival  more 
than  40  people  carved  a Little  Linos 
block,  including  illustrators,  artists, 
children,  and  teachers. 


Spare  Room 

Continued  from  Page  1 1 

offset  applicants’  qualms  with  warm 
words:  “You  have  been  selected  from 
the  mass  and  we  are  looking  forward 
to  meeting  you. . .please  bring  a small 
snack  to  share. . .we  hope  this  isn’t  too 
intimidating  or  awkward.” 

The  gathering  played  out  like  a 
typical  open  house:  applicants  were 
taken  on  tours,  and  details  about  the 
apartment  were  discussed.  The  only 
salient  difference  was  the  mingle-and- 
linger  element.  A few  aggressively 
friendly  candidates  stayed  as  long  as 
possible,  introducing  themselves  to 
every  last  roommate,  in  what  came 
down  to  a personal  campaign  to  win 
votes. 

Though  the  open  house  was 
laid-back  and  inviting,  roommates 
were  whispering  their  preferences 
throughout  the  two  hour  potluck. 
Not  a stranger  to  the  process,  the  19th 
and  Capp  streets  roommates  have 
hatched  rules  borne  from  previous 
experience.  The  person  moving  out 
of  the  house  can’t  attend  the  open 
house.  Everyone  has  at  least  one 
veto.  If  there’s  a deadlock,  everyone 
votes  for  their  top  two,  and  votes 
are  tallied,  though  the  vote  doesn’t 
constitute  a final  decision.  No  friends 
of  roommates  are  shoe-ins  for  the 
room.  The  decision  should  not  be 
based  on  the  need  to  sustain  a one- 
to-one  gender  ratio. 

During  the  post-open  house 
discussion  roommate  politics  become 
personal.  Constructive  criticism  - “I 
think  they  were  all  nice”  - has  little 


place  in  this  game:  “well  that  doesn’t 
help!”  Off-handed  comments  range 
from  the  benign  - “she  was  really 
positive”  - to  the  judgmental:  “he’s 
probably  messy  or  a slacker.” 

Losers  who  don’t  get  the  call  back 
often  wonder  what  they  could  have 
done  to  increase  their  chances.  Note, 
future  candidates  at  open  houses, 
there  are  mostly  circumstantial 
reasons  for  your  dismissal:  “she’s 
living  next  to  me  and  she  doesn’t 
seem  the  nocturnal  type”  or  “a 
bartender  doesn’t  fit  in  this  vibe." 
There  are  mistakes  to  avoid:  “she 
didn’t  take  her  jacket  off”  or  “I  feel 
like  he  was  one  high  five  too  many.” 
And  some  things  can’t  be  controlled: 
"I  feel  blah  about  her”  or  "he  was  like 
a lost  puppy.” 

Ethan  Garner,  a biochemist, 
has  attended  roughly  20  interviews 
and  handful  of  open  houses  in  San 
Francisco  over  the  years.  When  he 
realized  rents  were  going  up  in  2006, 
he  developed  SFRentStats,  a website 
that  imports  rental  prices  from 
Craigslist  and  sorts  them  into  plots 
by  neighborhood  and  house  size. 
The  website,  which  is  updated  daily, 
includes  maps  of  rental  densities 
and  current  listings  superimposed 
on  Google  Maps.  Garner  is  designing 
similar  websites  for  New  York  and 
Boston. 

According  to  the  San  Francisco 
Planning  Department,  1,500 
rental  units  were  converted  into 
condominiums  over  the  past  two 
years,  coinciding  with  the  steady 

Continued  on  Page  25 


Dogpatch  Neighborhood  Association  usually  meets  the  second  Tuesday  of 
each  even-numbered  month.  The  next  meeting  is  October  14  at  Sundance 
Coffee  on  Third  Street  at  20th  Street  from  7 to  9 p.m. 

Potrero  Boosters  meets  the  last  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  7 p.m.  (social  time 
begins  at  6:30  p.m.)  in  the  wheelchair-accessible  Game  Room  of  the  Potrero 
Hill  Neighborhood  House,  953  DeHaro  Street.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.potreroboosters.org  or  contact  President  Tony  Kelly  at  341.8040  or 
president@potreroboosters.org.  Next  meeting:  September  30,  7 p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Association  of  Merchants  & Businesses  (PHAMB)  meets  the 
second  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  10  a.m.  at  Goat  Hill  Pizza,  comer  of 
Connecticut  and  18th  streets.  Visit  www.potrerohill.biz  or  call  341.8949. 
Next  meeting:  September  9,  10  a.m. 

Bayview  Police  Station  Captain’s  Community  Meeting  is  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month  in  the  Bayview  Police  Station  Community  Room  at 
201  William  Street.  Access  can  be  gained  by  entering  through  the  Newhall 
Street  door.  Next  meeting:  September  2,  6 p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club  meets  the  First  Tuesday  of  each  month 
at  7 p.m.  at  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House.  953  DeHaro  St.  For 
more  information,  call  648.6740,  www. PHDemClub.org.  Next  Meeting: 

September  2. 

Potrero  Hill  Garden  Club  usually  meets  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month  at  11 
a.m.  for  a potluck  lunch  in  a local  home  or  garden.  Discussions  are  held  on 
subjects  related  to  organic,  edible,  or  ornamental  gardening  appropriate 
for  Potrero  Hill’s  microclimate.  Call  648.6740  for  details. 


THE  SMART  ALTERNATIVE. 

■ Reliable,  clean  vehicles  ■ Low  rates-  Daily,  weekly,  monthly 
■Locally  owned  & Family  Operated  "Open  7 days  a week 


\rent 


(415)  282-6293 
2955  3rd  street 

Between  Cesar  Chavez 
and  25th  street 


Free  pick  up  in 

Potrero  Hill! 


NOTICE!!! 

2nd  ANNUAL  POTRERO  HILL 
BABYBOOMERS  REUNION 

We  are  seeking  a special  group  of  people  who  grew  up  on  the  “The  Hill” 
from  the  late  50’ s,  60’s,  70’s,  80’s  or  currently  living  there  and 
frequently  visited  or  “hung  out”  at  the  following  places,  Pennsylvania 
Street,  Jackson  Park,  20lh  Street,  Carolina  Stairs,  Vermont  Park,  18th 
Street  and  when  old  enough...  the  Mayflower,  Goat  Hill  Pizza,  Blooms 
(Used  to  be  Joe’s),  Good  Life,  Mission  Rock,  Ramp,  DogPatch,  Bottom 
Of  The  Hill,  Double  Play,  DogPatch  Bar,  Hamburger  Nancy’s  II  Pirada, 
We  are  having  our  very 

2nd  Annua/  Potrero  Hill  Babvboomers  Reunion 
Date:  Saturday,  September  27,  2008 
Time:  4pm  - 10pm 
Place:  Jelly's  Cafe 
295  Terry  Francois  Blvd/Pier  50 
San  Francisco,  CA  94158 
> Music,  Food,  Raffle 
>Tickets ; - 15.00  (Please  buy  early) 

No  Tickets  at  Door  this  year,  Sorry! 

When  we  run  out,  we  will  not  get  more. 

For  Tickets  & T-Shirt  Information  Contact: 

Marian  Estebez  at  (415)  673-3578 
email:  mestebez@yahoo.com 

http://Dotrerohillreunion.Daqe.tl/ 
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"This  measure 
gives  the  Board 
of  Supervisors 
and  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Utilities 
Commission  the  right  to  issue 
bonds  in  any  amount,  to  take  over 
utilities,  without  a vote  of  the 
people.  That  means  politicians 
and  unelected  commissioners  will 
have  the  power  to  borrow  billions 
to  take  over  utilities  and  force  you 
to  pay  the  cost.  That  is  simply  too 
much  power  to  give  to  any  group  0 
elected  and  appointed  officials." 

- Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 


"Proposition  H 
takes  away 
your  right  to 
vote  on  billions 
of  dollars  in  revenue  bonds.  It 
gives  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
the  power  to  issue  these  revenue 
bonds  in  any  amount  to  take  over 
any  utility  without  first  seeking  a 
vote  of  the  people.  It's  an  issue  of 
fiscal  responsibility  - Proposition  H 
takes  away  your  ability  to  hold 
local  elected  officials  accountable 
for  how  they  spend  billions  and 
billions  of  dollars.  Please  join  me 
in  voting  NO  on  Proposition  H." 

- Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 


Proposition  H will  give 
this,  and  all  future  Boards 
of  Supervisors,  the  power  to  issue 
revenue  bonds  in  any  amount  to  take 
over  any  utility,  without  a vote  of  the 
people.  Before  you  sign  over  this 
tremendous  new  power  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  please  check  the  facts. 

No  Accountability 

Right  now,  bonds  for  initiatives  of  this  kind 
must  first  be  approved  by  the  people.  But 
starting  in  Section  9.107  of  Proposition  H, 
the  language  of  the  measure  itself  makes 
clear  what  the  Board  is  trying  to  hide:  “...no 
voter  approval  shall  be  required  with  respect 
to  revenue  bonds"  [issued  to  finance  the 
takeover  of  utility  facilities]. 

It  Will  Cost  Billions 

According  to  the  independent  financial 
analysis  prepared  by  the  City  Controller: 
“There  are  several  possible  methods  for 
costing  the  purchase  or  construction 
of  power  facilities  and  estimates  range 
widely.  Under  any  method,  the  amounts  are 
certainly  substantial— likely  in  the  billions 
of  dollars..."  Initial  estimates  put  the  cost 
of  a takeover  of  just  the  PG&E  electric 
system  at  more  than  $4  billion. 


We  Will  Pay  for  It 

The  financial  burden  of  paying  back  a 
$4  billion  bond  will  fall  on  our  shoulders. 
Our  utility  bills  will  go  up,  on  average,  by 
over  $400  a year  for  30  years.  That’s  just  a 
preliminary  estimate.  The  final  figure  could 
be  much  higher. 

The  Stop  the  Blank  Check  Coalition  is  now 
over  12,000  strong.  It’s  a growing  citizens’ 
movement  of  San  Franciscans  who  oppose 
Proposition  H,  the  Board  of  Supervisors’ 

$4  billion  plan  to  take  over  the  PG&E 
power  system. 

Senator  Dianne  Feinstein,  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom,  Supervisors  Michela  Alioto-Pier, 
Sean  Elsbernd  and  Carmen  Chu,  the 
San  Francisco  Fire  Fighters  Association,  the 
Deputy  Sheriffs'  Association  and  the  Coalition 
for  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  are  all 
united  in  opposition  to  Proposition  H. 


Get  the  facts  before  you  give  the  Board  of  Supervisors  a blank  check 

Join  our  growing  citizens'  movement  to  stop  the 
blank  check  Go  to  www.StoptheBlankCheck.com. 
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Police  Blotter  Ask  A Scientist 


August  21,11  p.m.,  Robbery 
with  Force,  Wisconsin  and  23rd 
streets:  Officers  Balingit  and  Guzman 
responded  to  call  about  an  assault 
and  attempted  robbery.  The  officers 
spoke  with  the  victim,  who  was 
visibly  shaken  and  crying.  The  victim 
told  the  officers  that  she  was  waiting 
for  the  bus  when  four  unknown 
females  approached  her  and  tried 
to  take  her  backpack.  The  victim 
held  on  to  the  bag  and  was  pushed 
to  the  ground.  The  suspects  fled  on 
foot.  Officers  searched  the  area,  to  no 
avail.  The  victim  wasn’t  injured. 

August  14,  5:55  p.m.  and  8:35 
p.m.,  Robbery  Series,  1300  and  1100 
block  of  Rhode  Island  streets:  Two 
seemingly  related  robberies  were 
committed  approximately  two  blocks 
from  each  other.  In  the  first  incident, 
a woman  was  walking  up  to  her 
front  door  carrying  a laptop  when 
she  was  approached  by  a hooded 
male.  The  male  grabbed  the  laptop 
from  the  woman’s  clutches  and  ran 
away.  The  woman  suffered  a scratch 
on  her  hand  during  the  attack.  An 
hour  and  a half  later,  two  blocks  a 
way,  another  woman  was  walking 
to  her  car  when  a male  approached 
from  behind  and  grabbed  her  laptop 
bag.  When  the  woman  refused  to  let 
go  of  the  bag,  the  suspect  punched 
her  in  the  face.  The  suspect  gained 
control  over  the  bag  and  fled  on  foot. 
He  was  met  by  another  male.  They 
got  into  a car  and  drove  away.  The 
primary  suspect  was  described  as  a 
black  male  between  19  to  25  years 
old,  six  feet  tall,  with  a slender  build. 
He  was  wearing  baggy  blue  jeans  and 
a black  hooded  sweatshirt.  In  the 
first  incident  the  victim  said  that  the 
suspect’s  pants  featured  a rainbow 
design  on  the  rear  pockets.  A witness 
in  the  second  incident  described  the 
get  away  vehicle  as  an  older  brown 
Mercedes  Benz. 

August  10, 12:00  p.m.,  Residential 
Burglary,  300  Block  of  Mississippi 
Street:  An  acoustic  guitar  was  taken 
from  an  apartment  storage  unit. 

August  8,  2008  10:00  p.m.,  600 
Block  of  Arkansas  Street:  A Potrero 
Hill  resident  awoke  on  Saturday 
morning  and  found  that  her  laptop 
and  other  items  had  been  taken 
from  her  home.  It’s  believed  that 
the  burglar  pried  open  the  metal 
security  gate  and  entered  through 


an  unlocked  door.  The  resident  was 
home  at  the  time  of  the  incident. 

August  5,  8:02  p.m.,  Pennsylvania 
and  22  streets:  Officers  Arndt  and 
Paul  responded  to  a robbery  report. 
The  officers  spoke  to  the  victim,  who 
told  them  that  she’d  been  robbed  of 
her  iPod,  wallet  and  money  by  three 
unknown  suspects.  The  victim  also 
stated  that  the  suspects  pushed  her 
to  the  ground,  while  punching  and 
kicking  her  in  the  face  and  body. 
Officers  detained  the  suspects  nearby 
and  the  victim  positively  identified 
them  as  the  persons  who’d  robbed  her. 
Another  witness  positively  identified 
the  suspects,  who  were  placed  under 
arrest  and  transported  to  Bayview 
Station  for  booking.  The  victim  was 
treated  at  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  (SFGH)  and  released. 

August  4,  5:20  p.m.,  Shooting 
into  a House,  1000  block  of  DeHaro: 
Officer  Shepard  and  Training  Officer 
Borgen  responded  to  a shooting 
incident.  The  officers  spoke  with  a 
victim,  who  stated  that  on  Saturday 
he  discovered  a bullet  hole  in  the 
ledge  of  his  bedroom  window.  The 
victim  told  officers  that  he  didn’t  hear 
anything  and  that  he  wasn’t  injured. 
No  suspects  were  located. 

August  3,  10:10  p.m.,  Attempted 
Suicide  by  Ingestion,  Terry  Francois: 
Officers  Brown  and  Gummo  were 
driving  in  the  area  of  Terry  Francois 
when  they  saw  a woman  slumped 
over  the  steering  wheel  of  a car.  The 
officers  spoke  to  the  woman,  who 
went  in  and  out  of  consciousness. 
The  officers  called  for  a medic  to 
respond.  The  officers  then  found  two 
empty  pill  bottles  and  a suicide  note 
next  to  the  victim.  The  victim  told 
the  officers  that  she  wanted  to  kill 
herself,  and  had  taken  both  bottles 
of  pills  in  order  to  do  so.  The  victim 
was  transported  to  SFGH,  where 
she  was  treated  and  listed  in  stable 
condition. 

August  3,  6:28  p.m.,  Car  Arson, 
1200  block  of  Carolina  Street:  Officer 
Shepard  and  Sergeant  Yin  responded 
to  a call  regarding  a car  fire.  The 
officers  spoke  with  San  Francisco  Fire 
Department  officials,  who  advised 
them  that  the  car  was  completely 
destroyed.  The  officers  spoke  with 
the  registered  owner,  who  stated  that 
the  car  had  been  stolen.  No  one  was 
injured. 


Photo  by  Rebecca  Wilkowski. 


Dance  Teachers 

Continued  from  Page  7 

life.  Now  I’m  on  my  second  life.  My 
mission  is  to  keep  going  until  I’m  80,” 
she  said. 

Maria  Benjamin,  a Wells  Fargo 
Bank  vice  president,  has  been 
studying  dance  with  Jamay  and  Marta 
for  almost  a dozen  years.  Jamay 
is  “...an  amazing  dance  teacher 
and  choreographer  whose  teaching 
conveys  what  a dancer  should  feel, 
evoke,  and  emote,  far  surpassing 
others  in  my  dance  experience,” 
said  Benjamin.  “Not  only  does 
Bayan  have  this  gift,  but  she’s  also 
an  incredible  dancer.  Despite  her 
age  and  many  physical  challenges, 
she  continues  to  rock  it  out  on  the 
dance  floor  and  do  what  many  people 
half  her  age  can’t  do.  She’s  quite  an 
inspiration  on  many  levels.” 

The  community  engendered  by 
the  dance  class  is  so  tight-knit  that 
many  students  arrange  their  lives 
around  it.  “When  you  do  something 
for  as  long  as  a quarter  century,  you 
can’t  help  but  form  friendships  and 
community,”  said  Sharon  Ellsworth, 
a dance  student  who’s  been  with 
the  two  divas,  as  she  calls  them, 
for  25  years.  “I’m  64  years  old  and 
am  among  the  oldest  in  the  class. 
I’ve  lived  in  the  Mission  since  1975; 
moved  to  San  Francisco  in  1967.  I’m 
currently  retired,  spend  time  taking 
classes  through  San  Francisco  State’s 
Olli  program  and  volunteer  one  day 
a week  at  a soup  kitchen.  I can’t 
imagine  my  life  without  their  four 
classes  a week! 

“Bayan  and  Elvia  have  created 
a safe  place  for  us  to  be  emotionally 


and  physically  exposed  and 
supported...  it’s  ok  to  make  mistakes, 
be  vulnerable. ..dance  is  after  all 
an  emotional  thing,”  Ellsworth 
said.  “They  constantly  challenge 
us  in  a loving  way  and  provide  us 
the  tools  to  explore  the  passion 
and  emotion  of  dance.  It’s  a very 
supportive  environment.  They  have 
created  a community  of  friends 
who  support  each  other  and  share 
the  love  of  dance.”  When  people 
move  away,  “you  stay  in  touch,  you 
email,  you  keep  the  bond,"  Ellsworth 
commented.  “You  connect  with 
others  when  you  have  community... 
when  you  need  something,  you  go 
to  each  other  and  the  community 
works  together  to  solve  the  issue. 
“For  example,  my  husband  is  an 
architect. ..When  Bayan  and  Elvia 
wanted  to  remodel  their  house,  they 
went  to  him.” 

After  setting  roots  down  in  the 
Mission  district,  Jamay  earned  a 
Master’s  degree  in  Social  Work  from 
San  Francisco  State  University 
(SFSU).  She  worked  for  a decade 
in  the  oncology  and  radiation 
departments  at  the  University  of 
California,  San  Francisco,  while 
volunteering  for  the  LGBT-focused 
New  Leaf  Services  clinic  and  teaching 
dance.  She  still  maintains  a private 
psychotherapy  practice. 

Meanwhile,  Marta’s  talents 
landed  her  in  a show  called  “The 
Evolution  of  Black  Dance,”  which 
toured  throughout  the  Bay  Area  for 
years.  She  then  found  work  in  the 
San  Francisco  Opera  ballet  company, 
performing  with  the  likes  of  Luciano 
Pavarotti,  Leontyne  Price  and  Placido 
Domingo.  She  opened  for  Gil-Scott 
Heron  with  her  sister,  worked  with 
Roberta  Flack,  percussionist  Mongo 
Santamaria,  local  jazz  chanteuse 
Rhiannon,  her  all-female  quintet 
Alive!  and  African-American  poet- 
playwright  Ntozake  Shange.  She 
traveled  across  America  modeling  the 
jewelry  of  San  Francisco  painter  and 
artist  Laurel  Burch. 

After  taking  “10  years  to  finish 
a five-year  program,”  Marta  earned 
a degree  in  dance  and  a teaching 
credential  from  SFSU.  Roughly  a 
quarter  of  a century  ago  she  landed  the 
dance  directorship  at  San  Francisco’s 
prestigious  School  of  the  Arts  High 
School,  in  Twin  Peaks,  a job  she 
holds  to  this  day.  Most  recently, 
she  was  honored  with  a lifetime 
achievement  “Izzie”  award,  named 
for  the  celebrated  San  Francisco 
terpsichorean  Isadora  Duncan. 


The  ODC  School  Youth  & Teen  Program 
Dance  classes  for  kids  ages  2-17 

Sample  free  classes  September  7,2008  at  our  Family  Day  Open  House! 

HIP  HOP 
TAP 

BALLET 

CONTEMPORARY 
CHOREOGRAPHY 
AFRICAN 
SALSA 
| AERIAL 

MENTION  CODE  P V FOR  10%  OFF  TUITION 

Call  to  enroll  your  child  today:  415.863.9830  x 220 

Session  1:  Sept  15-Dec  14,2008  • Session  2:  Jan  5-May  17,2009 


ODC  DANCE  COMMONS  • 351  Shotwell  St,  SF  • odcschool.org 


At  last  month’s  Ask  a Scientist  lecture  David  Calkins,  one  of  America's  most 
respected  robotics  authorities,  talked  about  the  past,  present,  and  future  of  artificial 
intelligence.  The  montly  series  is  held  at  Axis  Cafe  on  8th  Street  between  16th 
and  Irwin  streets.  Photo  by  Marie  Rochelle  Macaspac. 
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Potrero  Hill:  Then  and  Now 


San  Francisco  spent  an  intense  nine  years  rebuilding  itself  after  the  1906  Great  Earthquake  and  Fire.  In  1915  it  was  ready  to  show  the 
world  that  it  was  "the  City  that  knows  how”  when  it  played  host  to  the  spectacularly  popular  Pan-Pacific  International  Exposition.  Shortly 
thereafter  the  City  turned  its  attention  to  other  infrastructure  tasks,  such  as  grading  and  paving  streets  in  "outlying"  neighborhoods,  Potrero 
Hill  being  one  of  them.  This  month's  photo  shows  a steam  shovel  snarling  and  grinding  as  it  crunched  its  way  along  20th  Street  between  De 
Haro  and  Carolina  streets  in  November  1915.  The  campanion  photograph  shows  the  same  stretch  of  street  today,  looking  serene  and  tidy. 
Last  month  Peter  Linenthal  and  I delivered  our  second  book  about  Potrero  Hill  to  our  publisher,  Arcadia.  The  title  is  Then  & Now:  Potrero 
Hill  and,  if  all  goes  well,  it  should  be  in  your  favorite  book  or  grocery  store  before  the  end  of  the  year.  - Abigail  Johnston,  The  Potrero  Hill 
Archives  Project 


Want  to  Advertised  s 

Advertise  your  business  or  event  in  the  View ! 

We  offer  black  & white  and  color  advertising 
at  competitive  prices. 

10  percent  discount  to  advertisers  located  within  the  94107  zip  code; 
10  percent  discount  for  a mimimum  three  month  pre-payment; 
and  15  percent  discount  for  seven  or  more  prepaid  months. 


For  more  details,  check  out 
www.potreroview.net/advertise/ 


jjWant  to  Subscribe? 

It's  easy  to  subscribe  to  the  view!  If  you’d  like  to  receive  the  paper 
at  your  home  or  office,  please  contact  us  via  email  or  phone, 
or  just  send  us  a check  for  $36  and  we'll  add  you  to  the  mailing  list! 

Address  all  correspondence  to: 

The  Potrero  View 
2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344 
San  Francisco,  California  94107 
415.626.8723  (t);  415.626.8746  (f) 

Editorial  email:  editor@potreroview.net 
Advertising  email:  graphics@potreroview.net 
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By  David  Matsuda 

I opened  the  door  to  the  Human 
Terrain  Team  trailer  and  walked  to 
the  countdown  board  to  erase  the  one 
day  left  under  my  name  and  replace 
it  with  a zero.  A young  soldier  had 
written  over  my  dry  erase  marker 
numeral  with  a permanent  ink 
Sharpie;  I couldn’t  erase  my  way 
out  of  Iraq.  I returned  the  favor  by 
writing  “Enjoy  the  rest  of  your  stay” 
in  non-erasable  letters,  closed  and 
locked  the  trailer  door,  donned  my 


Coining  Home  from  War 


ruck-sack,  duffle  bag,  helmet  and 
bullet  proof  vest,  and  headed  towards 
the  passenger  terminal. 

Trudging  across  Camp  Taji  with 
too  much  gear  and  in  too  much 
heat,  I reflected  on  the  Iraqi  people 
and  cultures  I’d  come  to  know  over 
the  past  year.  A study  in  contrasts, 
Iraqis  are  fiercely  independent  in 
spite  of  centuries  of  living  under  near 


STORE  OF  THE  ARTS 

DESIGNER’S  SUPPLIES  AND  TOOLS 
FANCIFUL  GIFTS  & TOYS 
9-6  . SAT  1 2-5  . FREE  PARKING 


continuous  occupation.  Civilization’s 
birthplace,  Iraq  can’t  seem  to  create 
a future  based  on  its  original  legacy. 
And  Iraqis,  with  a culture  that's 
deeply  hospitable,  often  get  caught 
up  in  petty  jealousy  and  spiraling 
blood  feuds. 

At  the  terminal  I was  instructed 
to  fall  in  line  with  the  rest  of  the 
passengers  at  the  helipad  gate.  When 
our  names  were  called  we  ran  onto 
the  tarmac,  through  the  scalding 
temperatures  rising  off  the  blacktop, 
and  onto  a waiting  helicopter.  Before 
liftoff  the  Army  and  Iraq  were 
all  there  ever  was,  and  all  there 
ever  would  be.  As  the  helicopter 
clawed  its  way  skyward  my  thoughts 
turned  to  home  and  family.  By  that 
afternoon  I was  out  of  fatigues  for 
the  first  time  in  a year,  on  a transport 
plane  from  Baghdad  to  Kuwait  City, 
and  into  a cab  bound  for  beach-side 
accommodations. 

Like  its  neighbor  Saudi  Arabia, 
Kuwait  is  a highly  Westernized 
country.  In  between  morning  runs 
and  afternoon  walks  I ate  at  Subway, 
the  Hard  Rock  Cafe,  and  TGI  Fridays 
- none  of  which,  with  the  exception 
of  Subway,  I’ve  ever  visited  in  the 
United  States  -and  chatted  with 
Bangladeshi,  Filipino,  Palestinian, 
and  Chinese  laborers.  The  Kuwaitis 
I met  were  highly  educated  and  well 
traveled.  We  had  long  conversations 
on  a range  of  topics  until,  steeped  in 
their  own  brand  of  Islamic  gender 
relations,  they  expressed  shock  and 
dismay  when  I told  them  that  my 
wife  handled  the  money  in  our  house, 


a situation  which,  for  them,  called 
into  question  both  my  sanity  and 
manhood. 

I slept  through  14  of  the  20 
hours  of  flight  time  from  Kuwait 
through  Washington,  DC  to  San 
Francisco.  After  a tearful  airport 
reunion  I returned  home  to  find  that 
much  had  changed  in  my  absence. 
My  wife  had  redecorated  the  entire 
house.  My  oldest  daughter,  Katie, 
was  now  a socialite  and  uber  literate 
text  messenger.  And  my  10-year- 
old  daughter,  Kimi,  would  be  flying 
solo  to  Hawaii  and  Boston  over  the 
summer.  I took  every  chance  to 
remind  myself  of  how  lucky  I was  to 
be  home  and  to  be  loved. 

In  the  days  that  followed  Iraq 
began  to  fade  from  my  consciousness. 
Until  one  morning  National  Public 
Radio  reported  that  a suicide  bomber 
had  killed  two  Department  of  Defense 
(DoD)  civilians  and  members  of  an 
embedded  Provincial  Reconstruction 
Team  (ePRT)  at  a District  Advisory 
Council  meeting  in  Sadr  City.  I 
turned  to  a friend  and  said,  “You 
know,  that  is  exactly  where  I would 
be  and  exactly  who  I would  be  with 
were  I still  in  Iraq.”  The  next  day’s 
email  struck  me  like  a body  blow. 
One  of  those  dead  DoD  civilians  was 
my  replacement,  and  the  deceased 
ePRT  member  was  a good  friend. 

I now  realize  that  in  times  of 
conflict  the  old  adage  “You  can 
never  come  home"  is  true  even  for 
temporary  visitors  to  places  in  which 
war  continues  to  be  waged. 

Texas  Street  resident  David 
Matsuda,  PhD  spent  roughly  one 
year  in  Iraq  advising  Coalition 
Forces  on  how  to  improve  cultural 
interactions. 


P II T R [ R II  Hill  REAL  ESTATE 


GIVE  BIG  So  Deserving  Families  Can  GO  HOME! 
Coldwell  Banker's  Annual  Fund  Raising  Event  For 

San  Francisco  Habitat  For  Humanity 

Is  in  Full  Swing  and  We  Need  Your  Help!. 


What  can  you  do? 

* Buy  Your  $2  Raffle  Tickets  At  Our  Table  Outside  Good  Life  Grocery 
* Tons  of  Fantastic  Prizes,  Including  a $5,000.00  Grand  Prize 
And  a Three  Night  Mexico  Get-Away! 

* Donate  your  gently-used  items  for  the 

Coldwell  Banker  Auction  on  September  4th 

Please  call  me  for  pick  up.  I will  collect  items  at  your  convenience! 
Best  sellers  include  art,  jewelry,  one-of-a-kind  and  vintage  items. 

All  proceeds  benefit  San  Francisco  Habitat  for  Humanity. 


EXPERIENCE  & EXPERTISE  GO  HAND-IN-HAND 
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With  a grant  from 
Fund  for  Teachers 
Holly  Calica,  who 
teaches  4th  and 
5th  grade  Visual 
Arts  at  Leonard  R 
Flynn  Elementary 
School,  studied 
indigenous  tribal 
art,  music,  dance 
and  culture  in  the 
Philippines  this 
past  summer. 


Police  Captain 

Continued  from  Front  Page 

It’s  a real  problem  and  much  more 
difficult  to  address.  I don’t  want  to 
incarcerate  a 16  year  old.” 

The  Bayview  District  is  the 
largest  territory  within  the  police 
department’s  10 

districts,  making  up  20  percent  of 
the  City’s  land  mass.  It  extends  along 
the  eastern  edge  of  McClaren  Park 
to  the  Bay  and  south  from  Channel 
Street  to  the  San  Mateo  County 
line.  Loftus  remains  “absolutely 
optimistic”  that  the  neighborhoods 
for  which  he  is  responsible  can 
improve.  In  fact,  he  said,  they  already 
have.  “We  shouldn’t  forget  that  the 
Bayview  has  already  come  a long  way, 


and  in  the  next  10  to  15  years,  there  is 
tremendous  amount  of  development 
coming  to  the  Bayview,”  he  said. 
“This  is  a growing  and  changing 
District.” 

Loftus  leads  a team  of  126 
officers.  Of  those,  16  work  in 
satellite  offices  within  public  housing 
developments  in  the  District.  Their 
primary  responsibility  is  to  serve  as 
a community  resource  and  establish 
a good  rapport  with  the  families  with 
whom  they  come  in  contact.  “They 
could  walk  up  to  a lot  of  these  folks 
and  ask  them,  ‘How's  your  mom? 
I heard  she  was  in  the  hospital,’ 
which  is  more  powerful  than  putting 
handcuffs  on  anyone,  that’s  for  sure,” 
said  Sergeant  Kirk  Yin,  who  works 
closely  with  Loftus.  The  public 


housing-based  officers  refer  families 
to  community-based,  faith-based  or 
City  services.  The  connections  they 
make  are  both  small  and  large:  they 
might  encourage  kids  to  play  sports, 
but  will  also  assist  with  more  serious 
needs,  like  housing  and  health.  The 
idea  is  to  get  people  the  resources 
they  need  before  they  turn  to  crime. 
“I  want  to  improve  the  overall  quality 
of  life  here,"  Loftus  said. 

Though  Loftus  didn’t  start 
community-based  intervention 
in  the  Bayview  - the  effort  was 
launched  four  years  ago  under  then 
District  Captain  Rick  Bruce  - he’s 
expanded  it  from  three  sites  to  four 
and  increased  the  number  of  officers 
dedicated  to  working  in  the  housing 
developments.  “We  can’t  solve  all 
our  problems  by  arresting  people,” 
he  said.  “[The  police]  alone  can’t 
make  everything  right.”  Loftus 
points  out  that  the  District  is  home 
to  the  City’s  highest  unemployment 
rate:  more  than  9 percent  compared 
with  a citywide  average  of  roughly  5 
percent.  One-third  of  the  District’s 
children  live  below  the  poverty  line; 
and  one  in  six  children  who  live  in 
Bayview-Hunters  Point  have  asthma, 
compared  with  one  in  20  nationally. 
Though  violent  crime  is  Loftus’ 
biggest  concern,  he  points  out  that 
violence  is  the  result  of  numerous 
other  social  issues. 

Loftus  arrives  at  the  Bayview 
station  at  201  Williams  Street  at 
9:30  a.m.  Some  days,  he  stays  as 
late  as  8 p.m.  He's  a regular  at  the 
community  meetings,  held  at  the 
District  station  house  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month.  "You  can 


tell  he's  very  sharp,  very  bright  and 
knows  what’s  going  on,”  Yin  said.  He 
added  that  Loftus  knows  everybody’s 
name  on  staff.  “The  captain  sets 
the  tone  with  his  leadership;  he  can 
make  or  break  a station,”  Yin  said. 
“If  you  have  a captain  who  is  always 
able  to  recognize  officers’  on  a first 
name  basis,  it  makes  you  feel  more 
appreciated.” 

Loftus  was  bom  in  San  Francisco 
and  grew  up  in  Midtown  Terrace, 
a Twin  Peaks  neighborhood  quite 
unlike  the  communities  he  polices 
today.  “When  I was  a kid,  there’d 
be  fist  fights.  Now,  kids  have  guns,” 
he  said.  He  attended  St.  Ignatius 
College  Preparatory  High  School. 
After  graduation,  he  worked  in 
construction  until  earning  a college 
degree  at  University  of  San  Francisco. 
He  spent  a year  at  the  San  Francisco 
Fire  Department  before  transferring 
to  the  SFPD.  Since  1982,  he’s  worked 
on  investigative  teams  focused  on 
narcotics,  robberies  and  gun  violence. 
Before  coming  to  Bayview,  he  most 
recently  spent  five  years  working  as 
the  night  watch  commander  at  Central 
Station,  which  overseas  Russian  Hill, 
the  Financial  District,  North  Beach 
and  Fisherman’s  Wharf. 

Loftus  lives  outside  the  City  with 
his  wife  and  three  children,  ages  13 
to  19.  When  he’s  not  working,  he 
spends  time  with  his  family,  bicycles, 
runs  and  enjoys  working  on  home 
improvement  projects.  He’s  seen  a lot 
in  his  26  years  with  SFPD,  but  he  still 
believes  he  has  much  to  learn.  “I  seek 
ideas  everywhere,"  he  said.  “What’s 
working?  What’s  not?  I’m  all  ears.  I’m 
for  anything  that  might  work.” 
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Why  don't  you? 


Advertise  your  business  or 
event  in  next  month's  View! 
We  distribute  more  than 
8,000  copies! 

1 0%  discount 

if  you  are  located  within 
94107  zip  code. 

1 0%  discount 

when  you  purchase  and 
prepay  3 to  5 months. 

1 5%  discount 

when  you  purchase  and 
prepay  7 or  more  months. 

For  more  details, 
check  out: 

www. potreroview.net/ 
advertise 
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San  Francisco  Jewish 
Film  Festival  is  World’s 
Largest 


By  Jim  Van  Buskirk 

Last  month,  San  Francisco 
hosted  its  28th  Jewish  Film  Festival, 
featuring  70  films  from  19  countries 
shown  at  five  Bay  Area  venues. 
The  Festival’s  opening  trailer,  by 
local  filmmaker  and  former  Potrero 
Hill  resident  Tiffany  Shlain  - who 
founded  the  Webby  Awards  and 
most  recently  directed  The  Tribe 
- included  excerpts  from  more  than 
40  Jewish  films.  Executive  Director 
Peter  L.  Stein  and  Program  Director 
Nancy  K.  Fishman  co-curated 
special  programs  on  Italian-Jewish 
cinema  and  diversity  in  Israel,  which 
celebrated  the  60th  anniversary  of 
Israel’s  founding,  as  well  as  a special 
selection  of  LGBT  films. 

A festival  highlight  was  Susan 
Sarandon’s  remarkable  portrayal  as 
the  emotionally  fragile  Melanie 
Winters  in  Emotional  Arithmetic, 
Paolo  Barzman’s  film  adaptation 
of  Matt  Cohen’s  novel.  Living 
with  David,  her  former  history 
professor,  now  curmudgeonly 
husband  (Christopher  Plummer), 
their  son,  Benjamin  (Roy  Dupuis), 
and  grandson,  Timmy  (Dakota  Goyo), 
Winters  nervously  anticipates  the 
arrival  of  Jakob  Bronski  (Max  von 


Sydow),  whom  she  has  long  idealized. 
Bronski  brings  an  unanticipated 
guest:  Christopher  Lewis  (Gabriel 
Byrne).  The  arrival  of  these  two 
figures  sends  the  household  into 
turmoil.  Over  the  course  of  the 
weekend  it’s  revealed  that  35  years 
ago  Bronski  had  sacrificed  himself 
for  the  young  Winters  and  Lewis  at 
Drancy,  a French  detention  center 
outside  Paris,  which  was  used  by  the 
Nazis  as  a way  station  to  Auschwitz. 
“Over  the  course  of  a momentous 
weekend,  all  are  forced  to  reassess 
the  choices  and  compromises  each 
has  made  to  cope  with  their  ruptured 
lives  and  the  mysterious  scars  the  past 
has  left  behind,”  wrote  Peter  Stein 
of  the  99  minute,  English-language 
film.  The  screening  of  Emotional 
Arithmetic,  the  Castro  Theater’s 
closing  night  film,  was  followed  by 
a question  and  answer  period  with 
director  Barzman. 

Drancy  also  makes  an  appearance 
in  Being  Jewish  in  France,  a 2007, 
185-minute  documentary  written  and 
directed  by  Yves  Jeuland.  The  transit 
camp  was  created  in  August  1941  by 
Philippe  Petain’s  Vichy  government 
to  house  more  than  4,000  Parisian 
Jews.  It  was  taken  over  by  the  Nazis 
in  July  1943  for  use  as  a deportation 

Continued  on  Page  25 
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Tuesday  10  am  8 pm,  Wednesday  12  noon  - 8 pm 
Thursday  10  am  - 6 pm,  Friday  1 pm  - 6 pm 
Saturday  1 pm  - 6 pm 
Sunday  and  Monday  CLOSED 


Lia  Hillman,  Potrero  Branch  Manager 
Jasmin  Springer,  Mission  Bay  Children’s  Librarian 

Interim  Services  during  Potrero  Branch  Closure 

Bookmobile  service  will  be  available  on  Tuesdays  from  2:30  p.m.  to  5 p.m. 
and  Thursdays  from  10:00  p.m.  to  12:30  p.m.,  at  1502  Mariposa  Street  on  the 
north  side,  adjacent  to  the  Jackson  Recreation  Center  building.  Bookmobile 
services  include  borrowing,  returning  materials,  reserving  or  picking  up 
materials,  as  well  as  obtaining  or  renewing  a library  card. 

Storytime  for  children,  from  birth  to  five-years-old,  will  be  held  Thursdays 
10:30  a.m.,  on  September  4,  18,  25,  at  St.  Teresa’s  community  meeting  room 
at  Connecticut  and  19th  streets.  Enter  on  Connecticut  Street. 

Mission  Bay  Library 

Mission  Bay  Library  opened  two  years  ago  at  960  Fourth  Street,  at  Berry 
near  AT&T  Park.  The  library  is  open  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  10  am  to  6 
p.m.,  Wednesdays  noon  to  8 p.m.,  Fridays  and  Saturdays  1 p.m.  to  6 p.m 
Sundays  1 p.m.  to  5 p.m.,  and  closed  on  Mondays.  The  Mission  Bay  Library 
offers  a variety  of  adult  and  children’s  programming,  including  baby /toddler 
musical  lapsits  for  ages  birth  to  three  on  Thursdays  at  10:15  a.m.  and  Fridays 
at  4:00  p.m.  on  September  5,  11,  12,  18,  19,  25,  26.  Preschool  story  times 
for  ages  three  to  five  are  on  Thursdays  at  11  a.m.  on  September  11,'  18,  25. 
The  Muni  N and  T lines  are  one  block  away,  on  Fourth  and  King  Streets. 
Unmetered  one  hour  parking  is  available  a block  away  on  Channel  Street. 
To  see  current  and  upcoming  branch  events  go  to  http://missionbaylibrary 
blogspot.com  or  call  355.2838. 

Children  Programs 

The  following  programs  are  being  offered  in  the  Potrero  and  Mission  Bay 
neighborhoods: 

Celebrate  Latino  history  month  with  the  dulcet  tunes  of  Francisco  Herrera, 
Thursday,  September  11  at  10:30  a.m.,  at  St.  Teresa’s  Community  Room. 

Join  Librarian  Jasmin  for  a fun  filled  hour  of  stories  and  crafts,  including  a 
variety  of  craft  projects  suitable  for  toddlers  to  elementary  school  students. 
Mission  Bay  Library,  Saturday,  September  13  at  4 p.m.. 

Sing-Along  with  Dan  Goldensohn,  an  interactive  program  of  guitar  music, 
singing,  and  movement.  For  children  of  all  ages.  Mission  Bay  Library, 
Wednesday,  September  24,  6 p.m. 

Potrero  Library  Campaign 

The  Potrero  Neighborhood  Library  Campaign  Committee  meets  monthly 
to  discuss  fundraising  strategies  and  progress.  Meetings  are  typically  held 
the  third  Wednesday  of  the  month  at  6:30  p.m..  At  the  next  gathering  we’ll 
discuss  plans  for  the  Pet  Parade,  and  house  and  garden  tours.  If  you'd  like 
to  host  a tour,  or  attend  the  meeting,  contact  Tina  Tom  at  Friends  of  the 
Library  626.7512,  extension  106  or  email  her  at  tina.tom@friendssfpl.org  for 
the  meeting  place  and  date. 


That's  how  you'll  feel  working  with  a Zephyr  Premiere  Property  Specialist. 

When  it  comes  to  luxury  real  estate,  we  take  a fresh  approach  to  marketing  your 
unique  property  to  the  right  audience.  With  our  well  connected  broker  network, 
savvy  on-line  listing  tools,  and  experience  in  every  San  Francisco  neighborhood, 
we  II  handle  all  the  details  while  you  relax  and  soak  in  the  results. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 
www.zephyrsf.com 


property 

Showcasing  Son  Francisco  s Finest  Heal  estate 


Through  September  Greta  and  Manu  Schnetzler  present  a selection  of  their 
night  photography  images  at  the  Gallery  del  Grotto  at  the  Bryant  Street  Sports 
Basement,  with  a reception  on  September  8,  6 to  8 p.m..  The  Schnetzler’s 
longstanding  interest  in  night  photography  is  reflected  in  the  variety  of 
subject  matter  and  places  depicted  in  these  striking  color  photographs.  The 
Schnetzler  s live  and  work  on  Potrero  Hill.  Their  work  can  be  seen  work  online 
at  www.schnetzler.com. 
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Frida  Kahlo  at  the  San  Francisco  Museum  of 


Modern  Art 

By  Emily  Ruth  Henderson 

Better  known  as  the  wife  of 
Mexican  painter  Diego  Rivera  during 
her  lifetime,  since  her  death  Frida 
Kahlo  has  become  revered  as  one  of 
the  modem  art  world’s  most  talented 
and  brutally  honest  painters. 

Born  in  1907  in  the  small  town 
of  Coyoacan  outside  Mexico  City, 
Kahlo’s  childhood  was  defined  by  the 
Mexican  Revolution,  which  began  in 
1910.  Kahlo  entered  a premedical 
program  when  she  was  15,  planning 
to  become  a doctor.  But  a near 
fatal  bus  accident  in  1925  left  her 
bedridden  and  encased  in  a body  cast 
for  more  than  a year.  It  was  during 
this  time  that  the  artist  in  Kahlo 
emerged. 

Plagued  with  physical  pain  and 
frustrated  with  her  immobilized 
state,  Kahlo  found  a creative  outlet 
and  pass  time  in  painting.  She  gave 
up  medicine,  and  devoted  herself 
to  her  artwork,  seeking  out  the 
renowned  Mexican  painter,  Diego 
Rivera,  for  advice  on  pursuing  a 
career  as  an  artist.  As  admirers  of 
each  other’s  work  and  advocates  of 
the  Mexican  Revolution,  the  pair 
fell  in  love  and  embarked  on  a life  of 
turbulent  passion,  marrying  in  1929, 
only  to  divorce  in  1939  and  remarry 
in  1940. 


Frida  Kahlo  at  the  SFMOMA 
brings  together  a large  selection 
of  Kahlo’s  paintings  and  personal 
photographs  from  collections  all 
over  the  world,  some  of  which  have 
never  been  seen  by  the  public.  Brutal 
self  portraits  depicting  Kahlo’s 
miscarriage,  Henry  Ford  Hospital, 
1932,  and  broken  back  as  a result 
of  the  bus  accident,  The  Broken 
Column,  1944,  are  accompanied  by 
many  still-life  paintings  not  usually 
associated  with  Kahlo. 

A fascinating  exhibit  element 
is  the  depiction  of  a tragic  love 
story.  Completed  two  years  after 
their  marriage,  Frieda  and  Diego 
Rivera,  1931,  shows  Kahlo  and  Rivera 
standing  side-by-side  holding  hands. 
The  painting  could  be  considered 
romantic;  however  unclasped  hands 
and  stares  ahead  hint  at  their  already 
struggling  relationship.  The  subtle 
knowing  in  the  painting  is  contrasted 
by  A Few  Small  Nips,  1935,  painted 
after  Kahlo  discovered  Rivera’s  affair 
with  her  younger  sister.  It  shows 
Rivera  holding  a knife,  looming  over 
a naked  Kahlo  on  the  bed,  her  body 
riddled  with  stab  wounds. 

The  exhibition  presents  46 
paintings  and  almost  100  photographs 
spanning  Kahlo’s  career  from  1926 
until  her  death  in  1954.  A self-guided 
multimedia  tour  can  be  rented  for 
$3  providing  enlightening  audio  and 
video  commentary  on  the  artwork, 
and  free  guided  tours  are  offered 


daily.  Children  can  also  enjoy  the 
atmosphere  with  a free  family  activity 
guide  that  introduces  them  to  Kahlo’s 
art  through  questions  and  drawing 
exercises  and  an  interactive  station 
rounding  off  the  exhibition. 

Injected  with  suffering,  Kahlo’s 
paintings  reveal  her  true  self  as  she 


felt  and  saw  it.  Never  afraid  to  let  the 
world  know  how  much  pain  it  had 
caused  her,  the  last  entry  in  her  diary 
reads:  "I  hope  the  exit  is  joyful  - and 
I hope  never  to  come  back  - Frida.” 
Show  closes  on  September  28, 
tickets  $5,  advance  purchase  required. 
Information:  www.sfmoma.org. 


American  College  of  Traditional  Chinese  Medicine 

450  Connecticut  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)282-9603  www.actcm.edu 


Acupuncture  can  help  with: 

• Stress  • Fatigue  • Colds  & Flu 

• Depression  • PMS  • Pain 

ACTCM  offers: 

• Acupuncture  & Chinese  Herbs 

• Shiatsu  & Tui  Na  Massage 

• Low  Income  & Student  Discounts 


MARylACE.COM 

Your  Source  for  Potrero  Hill  Real  Estate  Sales 


What's  the  Value  of  Your  Property  Today? 

Ask  Mary  Lace,  the  Hill's  real  estate  specialist  since  1980.  She  has  the  knowledge  and 
experience  you  need.  Mary  lives  on  Potrero  Hill  and  loves  it  - she  really  knows  and 
cares  about  our  community. 


Ask  Your  Neighbors  about  Mary  Lace 

"Mary  was  very  conscientious  about  staying  on  top  of  details.  She  is  friendly  and 
cheerful  and  does  not  get  rattled  when  unexpected  details  arise.  It  was  a distinct 
pleasure  to  work  with  Mary  and  I would  recommend  her  without  reservation." 

- Dean  R. 

"Your  professionalism  is  impeccable;  your  sense  of  humor  and  practicality  a delight; 
and  throughout,  we  knew  you  would  act  in  our  best  interests  and  in  fact  you  did." 

- Janet  J. 
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©ENTERTAINMENT 


September  2008 


September  3-14 

Theater:  A Boy  and  His  Soul 

Thick  Description,  Potrero  Hill’s 
professional  theater,  presents  a revival 
of  its  2005  hit,  A Boy  and  His  Soul, 
by  beloved  Bay  Area  performer  Colman 
Domingo.  In  this  unique  and  surprising 
one-man  musical  of  a childhood  spent 
in  Philadelphia  in  the  1970’s  - during 
one  of  the  great  eras  of  soul  - Colman 
and  his  family  bring  the  music  to  life. 
Wednesdays  through  Sundays  at  8 
p.m.  Tickets:  $15  to  $30,  sliding 
scale  Thick  House,  1695  18th  Street. 
Information  and  tickets:  401.8081; 
www.thickhouse.org. 

September  4 - November  l 

Photography:  / feel  I am  free  but  I 
know  I am  not 

SF  Camerawork  invites  the  public  to 
become  the  art  in  / feel  I am  free  but 
I know  I am  not.  Through  a series  of 
participatory  multi-media  performances 
and  ongoing  interactions  in  the  gallery, 
this  dynamic  exhibit  evolves  as  artists 
and  audience  collude  to  turn  SF 
Camerawork  into  a participatory  space 
and  to  blur  the  boundaries  between  art 
maker,  viewer  and  media.  Participating 
artists  include  Roger  Sayre,  Tim 
Sullivan,  Guillermo  Gomez-Peha  with 
Violeta  Luna  and  colleagues  from  La 
Pocha  Nostra,  Second  Front  and  Oliver 
Herring  with  multiTASK.  The  public  is 
encouraged  to  participate  in  events, 
interact  with  gallery  installations  and  to 
view  the  resulting  photographs,  video 
and  online  documentation  on  display. 
Information:  www.sfcamerawork.org 

September  5 

Reception:  Farley's  Cafe 

American  College  of  Traditional  Chinese 
will  host  a reception  for  its  new  window 
box  installation,  entitled  Medicine.  7 
p.m.  Farley’s  Cafe,  315  18th  Street. 

September  5-14 

Theater:  Iron  Muffin 

Legendary  international  performance 
artist  Sha  Sha  Higby  will  present  Iron 
Muffin,  Glass  Jungle  M’s  premier  of 
exotic  sculptural  costume  and  puppetry 
dance,  in  a drama  of  memory  and 
delicate  timelessness.  Internationally 
renowned  for  her  evocative  and 
haunting  performances,  Higby  is 
influenced  by  her  studies  in  Asia,  Noh 
Theater,  Butoh,  shadow  puppets,  and 
textiles.  According  to  SF  Weekly,  "... 
her  monumental  props  and  costumes 
are.. .strung  together  with  silk,  wood, 
leaves  and  lace  slither  leisurely  across 
you  imagination.”  September  5 and  11, 
7:00  p.m.;  September  6 and  14,  1:00 
p.m.  EXIT  Stage  Left,  156  Eddy  Street 

September  6 

Children:  Fall  Maternity  Exchange 

Maternity  Xchange  presents  the  San 
Francisco  Birth  & Baby  Fair.  This  is 
THE  event  for  new  and  expecting  Bay 
Area  parents.  Join  us  for  a day  of 
education,  shopping  and  fun.  There  will 
be  gift  bags  for  the  first  250  families, 
a raffle  for  some  great  prizes  and 
refreshments.  $5  per  person;  $8  for 
two;  children  free.  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 

Fort  Mason,  99  Marina  Boulevard, 
Information:  www.BirthandBabyFair. 
com;  info@maternityxchan  ge.com 


September  6-14 

Theater:  Chicken  Stock 

The  Marsh  is  proud  to  present  a 
workshop  performance  of  Liebe 
Wetzel’s  Lunatique  Fantastique  in  its 
new  show,  Chicken  Stock,  the  uncanny 
story  of  avian  influenza  as  seen  through 
the  eyes  of  domesticated  birds  and 
migratory  water  fowl.  Using  newspaper, 
plastic  bags  and  plastic  forks,  the 
animators  bring  the  Henpeck  and 
Mallard  family  to  amazing  life  as  they 
encounter  the  deadly  flu.  The  emotions 
evoked  by  these  puppets,  created 
from  everyday  objects,  is  surprising 
and  haunting.  1:00  p.m.,  The 
Marsh,  1062  Valencia  Street.  Tickets: 
800.838.3006  or  www.themarsh.org. 

September  ll 

Music:  Solo  Concert  Day 

In  the  morning  Ben  Barns  will  perform 
Bach  on  solo  violin  and  viola.  In  the 
evening  Devin  Hoff  will  play  the  double 
bass,  bass  guitar,  and  guitar;  he  also 
sings,  yells,  writes  songs,  and  talks  a 
lot.  Hoff  recently  self-released  a solo 
acoustic  bass  album,  ironically  titled 
Solo  Bass.  Farley’s  Cafe,  315  18th 
Street. 

September  9 

Literature:  Raj  Patel 

The  Potrero  Library  Campaign  and  San 
Francisco  Center  for  the  Book  presents 
an  evening  of  dialogue  and  discussion 
with  Raj  Patel.  Patel  is  the  author  of 
Stuffed  and  Starved:  The  Hidden  Battle 
for  the  World  Food  System,  which 
describes  our  global  food  system,  in 
which  800  million  people  are  starving 
while  one  billion  people  in  wealthy 
countries  like  the  United  States  are 
overweight.  Patel  examines  the  many 
ways  in  which  international  food 
policies  affect  farmers  and  consumers, 
and  what  we  can  do  to  make  sure  that 
the  system  is  equitable  and  beneficial 
for  everyone.  Free,  but  donations 
encouraged.  Tuesday,  6:30  p.m.,  SF 
Center  for  the  Book,  500  De  Haro 
Street. 

September  13 

Comedy:  Open  Mic 

Discover  new  and  veteran  comics  in 
the  City’s  hopping  comedy  scene  as 
they  try  new  material  at  the  only  open 
mic  in  San  Francisco.  Newbies  warmly 
welcomed!  Show  starts  at  7:30  p.m. 
Farley’s  Cafe,  315  18th  Street. 

September  14 

Theater:  Crazy  Cloud 

Crazy  Cloud  is  a work-in-progress, 
ruminating  on  the  life  and  poetry  of 
15th  Century  Zen  monk  Ikkyu  Sojun, 
with  Dohee  Lee  and  Sherwood  Chen. 

$10.  7:00  p.m.,  NOHspace,  2840 
Mariposa  Street, 
www.brownpapertickets.com/ 
event/41518;  800.838.3006 

September  17 

Kids:  Preschool  Preview  Night 

Representatives  from  more  than  100 
preschools  and  other  child-related 
service  agencies,  exhibitors,  and 
vendors  will  be  available  to  answer  your 
questions.  $5  per  adult;  18  or  younger 
free.  5:30  to  8 p.m.,  San  Francisco 
County  Fair  Building  (Hall  of  Flower), 


9th  and  Lincoln  Golden  Gate  Park 
entrance.  Information:  359.2455; 
KennyA@jfcs.org. 

September  18 

Music:  Melissa  Rapp. 

Rapp’s  music  "...runs  the  gamut  from 
love  ballads  to  angry  diatribes... her 
version  of  pop  is  as  personal  and 
arresting  as  hip-hop  while  offering 
the  catchy  rhythms  and  danceable 
quality  of  rock,”  8 p.m.  Farley’s  Cafe, 
315  18th  Street.  Information:  www. 
myspace.com/melissarapp 

September  19 

Anniversary:  Whole  Foods 

Celebrate  Whole  Foods  Market,  Potrero 
Hill,  one  year  anniversary.  Giveaways, 
raffles  and  festivities  throughout  the 
day! 

September  20 

Environment:  2008  Coastal  Cleanup 
at  Warm  Water  Cove  Park 

The  Community  Clean  Team  joins 
GreenTrustSF,  the  Port  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, the  Department  of  Public  Works 
and  Literacy  for  Environmental  Justice 
in  volunteering  to  pick-up  trash  along 
the  Eastern  waterfront,  to  undertake 
greening  projects  in  Warm  Water  Cove 
Park  and  along  Illinois  Street,  and  to 
remove  graffiti  from  the  neighborhood. 
Following  the  cleanup  there  will  be  a 
thank  you  barbeque  lunch  with  deserts 
from  Potrero  Hill  and  Dogpatch  restau- 


rants and  live  music.  9 a.m.  to  noon. 
24th  and  Illinois  streets.  Information: 
641.2625;  merle.goldstone@sfdpw.org 

September  25 

Community:  Power  Plant  Task  Force 
Meeting 

What  a strange  power  trip  it’s  been, 
and  the  saga  continues.  Learn  the 
latest  about  the  City’s  seemingly 
moribund  combustion  turbine  project, 
as  well  as  the  proposal  to  retrofit  the 
Potrero  Power  Plant's  three  diesel 
back-up  units.  7:00  p.m.,  Thick  House, 
1695  18th  Street,  near  Carolina  Street. 

September  26 

Art:  The  Peace  Soldier 

The  Peace  Soldier  project  provides  a 
microphone  for  young  American  combat 
veterans  to  share  their  perspectives  on 
the  realities  of  war  and  the  meaning  of 
peace.  Reception  at  7 p.m.  Farley’s 
Cafe,  315  18th  Street. 

September  27-28 

Science:  California  Academy  of 
Sciences  Opens  its  Doors 

Welcome  back  Academy;  we  missed 
you!  Opening  weekend  festivities  will 
celebrate  science  and  commemorate 
the  culmination  of  the  Academy's 
decade-long  rebuilding  project.  Free, 
9:30  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m. 


TIRE  SALE 

HANKOOK 
SUPER  VALUE 
RADIALS 


* Road  Hazard  Warranty 

* Free  Replacement  Limited  Warranty 

* 320  BC  Rated 

* FREE  TIRE  ROTATION 


Leo's  Tire  & Brake 

2230  3rd.  Street,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  M-F  8-6 

Phone:  861-4300 


* ALIGNMENTS 

* BALANCING 
‘ TIRE  CHAINS 

* WHEELS 
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Cartoon  by  Andrew  Gentile,  11,  Los  Altos. 


Spare  Rooms 

Continued  From  Page  1 6 

rise  in  rental  rates.  Though  not 
as  high  as  the  50  percent  housing 
cost  spikes  during  the  Dot.com 
boom.  Garner  was  surprised  by  the 
upward  price  pressures  in  particular 
neighborhoods.  “I  was  shocked 
by  the  increases  in  the  Mission, 
though  SoMa  didn’t  surprise  me.” 
Gamer,  who  now  lives  in  Cole  Valley 
with  his  partner,  said  that  his  past 
experience  with  open  houses  and 
housing  interviews  was  “sadistic,  but 
kind  of  fun.” 

The  19th  and  Capp  streets 
discussions  also  veered  towards  the 
sadistic.  During  the  post-potluck 
discussion,  roommates  discussed 
how  current  roommates  had  been 
selected  previously,  in  order  to  stake 
a claim  about  voting  procedures. 
One  current  roommate,  for  example, 
learned  she  was  selected  by  default; 
the  two  top  applicants  ahead  of  her 
were  vetoed.  Still,  the  19th  and 
Capp  street  roommates  were  more 
tickled  by  these  tales  than  annoyed. 
A previous  survivor  even  treated 
her  case  matter-of-factly.  “I  was 
terrible  in  the  interview.  I don’t 
know  why  they  chose  me,  actually.  I 
must  have  been  in  a boring  group,” 
she  shrugged. 

This  time  around,  the  triumphant 
candidate  was  an  effervescent 
Spanish  woman  living  in  the  Marina, 
a neighborhood  that  Mission  dwellers 
generally  eye  with  extreme  caution. 
Her  supporters  insisted  “she  hates  it 
there”  and  noted  “she  moved  there 
directly  from  Spain.”  After  hours  of 
debate,  the  feisty  Marina  resident 
was  the  chosen  candidate.  The 
roommates  sent  her  a congratulations 
email.  And  then  the  unexpected 
happened:  she  rejected  them.  Her 
email  read  as  follows:  “waw! ! That’s 
crazy! ! Thatsso  cool!  But  I just  got  a 
place! ! ! ! Like  twenty  minutes  ago! ” 


Stranger  things  have  happened 
at  the  19th  and  Capp  streets.  Of  the 
ten  originals  who  moved  in  four  years 
ago,  one  guy  cheated  on  his  girlfriend 
with  another  roommate,  and  when 
word  got  around,  all  three  packed  up 
and  left.  Immunity  is  hard  to  come 
by,  even  for  incumbents. 

After  their  “number  one”  rejected 
them,  the  19th  and  Capp  streets 
entourage  had  two  options:  select 
a runner’s  up,  or  host  another  open 
house.  With  little  time  before  the  rent 
check  due  date,  they  decided  on  the 
former.  The  woman  who  ultimately 
landed  the  roommate  gig  never 
drummed  up  fervent  support,  but  her 
understated  appeal  was  crucial.  And 
at  19th  and  Capp  streets,  runners-up 
have  a high  success  rate:  the  top  two 
uber-charming  candidates  are  often 
vetoed  by  one  or  two  skeptics. 

The  winner’s  self-description, 
sent  by  email  prior  to  the  open  house, 
capitalized  on  some  of  the  most 
sought-after  qualities  in  a Mission 
roommate.  She  wrote:  “I  have  an 
unhealthy  addiction  to  swap  meets 
and  thrift  stores"  [check:  potential  to 
borrow  clothes).  “I  am  a very  generic 
bike-riding  vegetarian”  [check:  self- 
deprecating).  “I  like  to  sew,  read 
the  New  York  Times,  and  get  lost  on 
etsy.com”  [check:  self-consciously 
hip).  “I  love  going  out  to  the  theaters 
whenever  I can.  But  staying  in  and 
watching  some  Antonioni,  Godard, 
or  Star  Wars  is  just  as  good”  [check: 
still  self-consciously  hip).  And  it 
didn’t  hurt  that  she  followed  up  after 
the  open  house,  with  an  email  that 
affirmed  she  thought  the  potluck  was 
a swell  idea,  too. 

For  those  newcomers  looking 
to  win  a cherished  place  in  a group 
house,  take  heed.  Don’t  be  weird. 
Don’t  be  unfriendly,  or  too  friendly. 
Cook  good  food.  If  you’re  21,  don’t 
say  you  act  way  older  than  21.  And 
luck  never  hurts. 


Jewish  Film  Festival 

Continued  from  Page  22 

center.  During  the  opening  credits  of 
each  of  Being  Jewish  in  France's  two 
parts  - part  one  is  73  minutes  long; 
part  two  is  112  - the  lilting  refrain 
of  Charles  Trenet’s  “Douce  France” 
is  sung  in  Yiddish. 

France’s  relationship  to  its 
Jewish  residents  has  been  long  and 
complicated;  France  was  the  first 
country  to  grant  Jews  citizenship 
after  their  revolutionary  cries  in 
Yiddish  of  “Vive  la  France”  during 
the  18th  century.  The  film  chronicles 
the  controversial  Dreyfus  Affair, 
which  inflamed  passions  and  anti- 
Semitic  hatred  at  the  end  of  the 
19th  century.  In  the  aftermath  Jews 
became  more  assimilated  - especially 
after  serving  in  the  French  military 
during  World  War  I - seemingly 
solidifying  their  French  identity. 
Yet  during  World  War  II  the  Vichy 


government’s  deathly  deportations 
were  conducted  even  before  they 
were  ordered  by  France's  German 
occupiers. 

The  film  continues  through  the 
1960s,  depicting  France’s  absorption 
of  Sephardic  Jews  from  Arab 
countries  in  the  1960s,  especially 
the  Algerian  “pieds-noirs.”  Using 
rare  archival  footage,  combined 
with  contemporary  interviews 
with  leading  French  historians, 
politicians,  and  intellectuals,  the  film 
is  a rich  portrait  of  an  ever-evolving 
landscape.  The  film's  French  title, 
Comme  un  Juifen  France  (like  a Jew 
in  France)  is  taken  from  the  French 
expression  Hereux  comme  un  dieu 
en  France.  The  French  narration, 
with  English  subtitles,  is  by  Mathieu 
Almaric,  star  of  The  Diving  Bell  and 
the  Butterfly.  The  documentary  is 
being  distributed  by  the  National 
Center  for  Jewish  Film. 


Don’t  Want  to  Move  a Muscle? 

Have  the  View  delivered  to  your  home  for  just  $36  a year 
Call  us  at  415.626.8723  for  a subscription, 

Or  mail  your  check,  with  complete  address  information 
To  2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344.  San  Francisco  94107 


FENCES  DECKS  AND  STAIRS 

New  Construction  Repairs  and  Refinishing 

Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  For  20  years 

415  282  5406 

CSL#888938 

Licensed  Bonded  Insured 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

Auto  Repair  center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

Smog  Check  & Repair  Available  7 Days 


FOREIGN  ANO  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Frn  Shuttle  Service  to  A from  BART,  Downtown  A Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦ "Do-It-Yourself' 
Membership  Available  ♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prkes 

Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 
Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  & Repair 
Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 
Cooling  Systems  • Radiators  • Overheating 
Timing  Belts  • Brakes  • Clutches  • General  Repairs 
Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Check  Engine  Light 
Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 
Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 
Struts/Shocks/Suspensk>n/Steer1ng  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 
Computer  Diagnostics  • Driveability  Problems 
Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

since  1978 

(415)285-8588 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  1 8th),  S.F.,  CA  94110 
Batwaan  Harrison  A Bryant  Straats 
A/I  Major  Credit  Cards  A ATM  Accepted 
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Classified  Ads 


You  can  update,  post,  and  pay  for  a classified  ad  on  the  web.  Just  go  to  www.potreroview.net  and  follow  the  in- 
structions. Classifieds  are  $25  for  up  to  200  characters,  including  spaces,  with  a 20  percent  discount  provided 
for  ads  paid  for  six  months  in  advance.  Payments  and/or  text  changes  must  be  received  by  the  18th  of  each 
month  for  the  ad  to  appear  in  the  following  month’s  issue.  If  you  prefer  to  post  or  call  in  your  ad  feel  free:  View 
Want  Ads,  2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344,  San  Francisco,  California  94107;  415.626.8723;  office@potreroview. 
net. 


Art  and  Music 

ATTENTION  ARTISTS:  Goat  Hill  Pizza  is 
looking  for  local  artists  to  show  their  work 
at  the  restaurant.  Please  call  Alicia  Wong 
at  641.1440  if  you  are  interested. 

PIANO  LESSONS  with  patience  and  hu- 
mor. All  ages,  all  styles.  Former  member 
of  the  Pickle  Family  Circus  and  SF  Mime 
Troupe.  Randy  Craig  415.334.2451. 

FREE  INTRODUCTORY  DANCE  LESSON. 
Scottish  Country  Dancing  is  fun,  social  and 
energetic.  Join  us  on  Thursday  September 
6 at  8 PM  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  Street  at  23  rd  St.  No  experience 
or  partner  necessary.  Basic  class  starts 
September  13.  Visit  our  web  site  www.sf- 
scottishdancers.org  or  call  415-841-9456 
for  more  information. 

FLUTE  LESSONS.  Busy  freelance  flutist 
with  over  20  years  experience  teaching 
all  ages  and  levels.  Fun,  creative  lessons 
on  flute  (or  fife  - a simple,  inexpensive 
instrument  perfect  for  children's  small 
hands).  Diane  415.641.8695  www.no- 
evalleyflute.com 

Business  Services 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN  FOR  PRINT  AND  WEB. 
Get  your  business/product  noticed:  logo, 
web  site,  ad,  brochure,  Flash  animation, 
stationery,  invitations,  sell  sheet,  more. 
On  the  Hill,  www.jcarpinelli.com 

Career  Services 

WINNING  RESUMES  by  Hill  resident 
Mauri  Schwartz.  "Mauri,  I wanted  you  to 
know  that  a new  firm  I sent  my  resume 
to  called  me  because  my  resume  was 
so  well  written!"  415-970-8959  www. 
Careerlnsiders.com 

Community  Activities 

SENIORS  (60+)  DON’T  EAT  LUNCH 
ALONE.  Join  us  for  daily  lunch  and  add 
to  your  social  life.  Mon-Fri,  hot  nutritious 
meals-your  first  time  with  us  you  get  a 
free  lunch!  Bingo,  cards,  birthday  celebra- 
tions, special  events,  and  other  activities. 
For  more  information,  call  Dolores  Maghari 
at  415.826.8080.  PH  Neighborhood 
House,  953  De  Haro  St. 

Chinese  Monster  Magic  classes  are  start- 
ing in  Potrero  Hill.  If  you  have  a child  who 
is  aged  between  2 and  6,  you  may  like  to 
join  our  fun  and  exciting  Chinese  sessions, 
beginning  Saturday  April  12th.  Parents 
and  children  side  by  side  are  learning  to 
read,  write,  and  speak  Chinese  at  our  play 

sessions.  Time;  Saturday  morning  11-12 
in  the  Potrero  Hill  area.  Starting  date  is 
April  12th  the  cost  is  $20  per  session. 
Email  me  at  shazza@gigglepotz.com  to 
register. 

Computer/Phone/Stereo  Services 

STEREO  REPAIR  AND  HOME  THEATER 
SETUP  MADE  EASY.  Gene's  Sound 
Service  offers  in-home  stereo  repair  and 
system  trouble-shooting;  Audio,  video, 
and  home  theater  set-up,  with  convenient 
day,  evening,  and  Saturday  appointments. 
"Gene  is  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give 
him  a try."  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at 
415.377.1258, 

COMPUTER  PROBLEMS  DRIVING  YOU 
BUGGY?  We  fix  problems!  25  years  in- 
dustry experience.  Software  or  hardware 
consulting;  setup/  troubleshoot  wireless 
networks.  Work  with  individuals,  small 
businesses,  or  professionals.  Patience 
with  non-technical  folks  a specialty. 
Rob  415.244.3305.  At  your  service! 
www.SFComputech.com  or  email  rob@ 
sfcomputech.com. 

ALL  THINGS  MACINTOSH:  Trouble 
shooter  for  hire.  New  computer?  Odd 
errors?  Print  problems?  Upgrades,  repair, 
training,  wireless.  Our  shop  or  We  come 
to  you  or  Ruth/Eugene:  695-1956. 


Food  & Nutrition  Services 

GOURMET  VEGETARIAN  CUISINE:  De- 
livered to  your  doorstep.  Diverse  menus, 
naturally  low  in  fat,  cholesterol  & salt. 
Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cert,  avail.  For 
menus,  call  Jane  415.826.2133,  www. 
pealcuisine.com. 

Garden  Services 

COMPLETE  GARDEN  CARE.  I will 
help  your  garden  evolve  into  a natural 
paradise.  Maintenance,  renovation, 
organic  soil  building.  California  native 
plants  a specialty.  Call  Jeannine  Zenti  at 
415.642.0246. 

LANDSCAPE  PLANNING  & DESIGN 
SERVICES  for  residential  and  community 
gardens,  patios,  and  decks.  Call  Tammy 
Key  at  Garden  Spaces,  415-269-8210, 
www.gardenspacesinc.com. 

GARDEN  CARE.  Consults,  cultivation, 
design  and  installation.  From  Ig.  scale 
makeovers  to  site-specific  vignettes. 
Street  side  or  secret  garden.  We  can 
help  you  create  a respite  from  the  fast- 
paced  world.  Kevin  775.2246/shining- 
willow@hotmail.com. 

Health,  Healing  & Beauty 

INTRO  TO  YOGA  Sept.  6,  13,  20,  27: 
9:30- 11AM  with  Nancy  Clarke  at  YO- 
GASITA,  1501  Mariposa  St.  #308. 

See  yogasitasf.com  "workshop"  page 
for  info!  415.864.SITA  SPORTS/OR- 
THOPEDIC MASSAGE  therapy,  15 
years  experience  manual  therapies, 
professional/olympic  athletes.  Injury/pain 
rehabdow  back,  sciatica,  neck/shoul- 
der, carpal  tunnel)  chronic/tough  cases 
welcome.  Weekend  appointments, 
hill  location-soma  acupuncture  kevin 
burns, cmt  415.902.8068,  kevin@ 
sfsportsmassage.com. 

DON'T  LIKE  "WHACK  'EM,  CRACK 
'EM"?  HOLISTIC  CHIROPRACTOR  of 
20  years,  exp’d  in  intuitive  healing  uses 
deep  muscle  & energy  techniques  as 
well  as  adjustments.  Also  GREAT  MAS- 
SAGE THERAPIST  avail,  daily.  Dr.  Ann 
Brinkley  282-2574. 

Massage  Therapy  in  home  on  the  hill. 
Relieve  stress.  Boost  immunity.  Increase 
flexibility.  Age  well.  28  yrs  exp.  By 
appointment  only.  Jerrol  Kimmel,  RN 
415.971.3204. 

Help  Wanted 

HELP  WANTED:  SF  Natural  Medicine 
seeking  reliable  part-time  front  desk  assis- 
tant. Busy  office;  great  customer  service 
skills  and  computer  savvy  a must.  Email 
only:  michele@SFnatmed.com. 

Home  Services 

ORGANIZE  YOUR  HOME,  YOUR  STUFF, 
YOUR  LIFE.  Be  comforted  by  your 
home,  in  control  of  paper,  supported 
by  your  belongings.  Long-time  Potrero 
Hill  resident,  member  NAPO,  affordable 
rates.  Ask  about  senior  discount.  Linda 
James  415.285.3266. 

HANDYMAN/  MIKE.  Electrical,  Car- 
pentry, Custom  woodwork,  Decks, 
Doors,  Dry  rot  Fences,  Garbage  dis- 
posal, Locks,  Siding,  Molding,  Painting, 
Plumbing,  Toilet,  Sheetrock,  Stairs,  Tile. 
415.756.9896. 

HANDYMAN  MICHAEL.  Your  local, 
small  project  guy.  Woodworking,  paint- 
ing, drywall,  tile,  doors/windows,  lights, 
electrical/plumbing,  hanging,  installa- 
tions and  more.  Call  415.435.7981. 

BEST  PRICE  * BEST  PRODUCT  Car- 


your  home's  potential  today!  Neighbor- 
hood Architect  with  20  years  experience 
available  for  residential  or  commercial 
renovation  and  construction.  Please  call 
Bradley  Davidson  A.I.A.,  415.370.8291, 
bradleydavidsonarchitect.com,  Califor- 
nia. License.  #C-23182. 

UK  HANDYMAN.  Alan,  415.756.5756. 
Kitchen/Bath/Home  remodels.  Carpen- 
try, Plumbing,  Tiling,  Stucco,  etc.  35  yrs 
experience  and  refs  available. 

REDBUD  DESIGN:  All  areas  of  expertise 
in  designing:  Patios,  Decks,  Arbors, 
Walkways,  Water  Features,  Drainage, 
Lighting,  Planting,  Specialty  Gardens, 
Contractor/Gardner  Referrals,  Bid 
Analysis,  Construction  Management. 
Nann  White  www.redbuddesign.net. 
415.558.9514. 

J.A.  EMMANUEL  CONSTRUCTION. 
State  license  #861994.  General  Build- 
ing Contractor.  Residential  and  com- 
mercial. New  construction,  additions, 
kitchens,  bathrooms,  garage  additions, 
general,  carpentry,  retaining  wall.  Fenc- 
es, stairs,  skylights,  stucco,  windows, 
doors,  plumbing,  electrical,  roofing, 
painting.  Customer  Satisfaction.  Quality 
service  at  reasonable  rates!  18  years 
experience.  Free  estimates  from  your 
plans  to  ours.  Call  415.902.2469. 

Bay  Hill  Builders  Inc.  provides  residen- 
tial project  expertise  to  owners,  giving 
clients  peer  knowledge  of  architects, 
engineers,  designers,  lenders  and  con- 
tractors. Please  see  www.bayhillbuild- 
ers.com. 

CARPENTRY.  CABINETS  FLOORING 
KITCHENS.  “Ikea”  Kitchens.  Gen. 
Contractor  Lie.  # 906376.  Call  John 
at  415.637.2654.  DECKS,  FENCES, 
STAIRS,  GAZEBOS,  PERGOLAS,  SLATE 
& GRANITE  TILE  SETTING. 

Housekeeping 

CLEANING  PROFESSIONAL.  20  Years 
Experience.  Apartments,  homes,  or  of- 
fices. Roger  Miller,  415.664.0513. 

DO  YOU  NEED  HOUSECLEANING?  We 
will  do  it  for  you.  Call  Sara  & Marco  415. 
310.8838. 

Insurance  Services 

LONG  TERM  CARE  SPECIALIST.  Free 
consultation.  Experienced  broker  helps 
individuals/small  businesses  plan  ahead. 
Lee  Abel  Bandele  415.821.2271. 

Pet  Services 

Potrero  Pet  Pals.  Loving  care  for  your  pet 
when  you  cannot  be  at  home.  Mid-day 
dog  walks  and  petsitting  services  while 
you  are  away.  10  years  experience. 
Potreropetpals.com  or  415.643.3861. 

TRU-LUV  CATSITTING  ON  HILL  Long- 
time SF/SPCA  volunteer  and  cat-lover. 
Care  for  your  cat(s)  as  if  they  were 
my  own  for  your  complete  peace  of 
mind.  5 years  exp.  Potrero,  Bernal, 
and  Noe.  Bonded  and  References. 
415.285.5526.  Low  Rates. 

Photograpy 

POTRERO  VIEW  PHOTOGRAPHER 
available  for  family  portraits,  celebrations 
etc.  Reasonable  rates;  friendly  approach 
paula  eve  aspin  415.425.1218. 

Rentals 

CHARMING  GARDEN  APARTMENT  One 
BR,  2-night  minimum.  Fireplace,  patio, 
deck,  French  doors.  415.641.4488. 


VACATION  RETREAT  FOR  POTRERO 
HILLIANS.  Calistoga/St.  Helena  area. 
3 bdrms,  2 baths,  sleeps  6 (max).  Lg 
decks  w/views  of  stream,  woods  & 
meadow.  Fireplace  w/wood  supplied. 
30  acres.  Trails.  All-year  stream.  Dogs 
OK.  3 night  wkend=$450;  week=$800 
or  4 wks  at  $2400.  415.647.3052. 
Photos  at  http://home.earthlink.net/ 
-springmount/. 

OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT.  Great  for 
acupuncturist  or  CMT  or  other  prof. 
Large,  lovely,  light-filled  room.  Part 
time  $600/mth:  Full  time  $1000/mth. 
Utl's  incl.  Established  holistic  D.C.  and 
massage  clinic  on  the  hill... just  above 
Farley’s  282.3208. 

SPACIOUS  AND  BEAUTIFUL  furnished 
guest  garden  apartment  w/kitchen.  Pri- 
vate. 1/2  blk  to  restaurants.  Non-smok- 
ing. Short  term  only.  415.861.3208. 

COTTAGE  ON  THE  HILL,  all  redone, 
fully  furnished,  gas  fireplace,  full  kitch- 
en. One  blk  to  Whole  Foods.  By  the 
week,  by  the  month.  Short  Term  Only. 
415.643.3500. 

POTRERO  HILL  NORTH  SLOPE,  fully 
furnished  apartment,  20th  and  Ar- 
kansas, available  for  weekly/  short 
term  rentals.  Spacious,  two-bedroom 
w/  view.  No  pets;  no  smoking.  Call 
415.641.8260. 

Vacation  Rental  on  the  Hill.  2bd/1.5  bath 
with  view  of  Twin  Peaks.  Washer/dryer  in 
unit,  full  kitchen,  gardn$250/nt  - discount 
for  week/month.  415.285.4840. 

SPARE  ROOM?  Host  foreign  students! 
$500  per  week  with  15  hrs  English 
tutoring.  1 to  4 weeks.  Families  w/ 
teens  especially  needed.  More  info,  Rita 
415.734.8785. 

Tutoring 

MATH  AND  ENGLISH  TUTORING. 

Prep  for  SAT,  SSAT,  HSPT,  GRE,  GMAT. 
Dedicated  individual  attention.  All  levels 
of  math  + reading,  writing.  1 1 years 
professional  educator.  David  Freeling 
596-0248,  www.lnsight-Tutoring.com. 

SPANISH  LESSONS  Beginner, 
intermediate  & advanced  levels. 
Grammar,  conversation  & cultural 
events.  Classes  are  one-on-one  and 
small  groups.  They  are  tailored  to 
students’  needs.  Native  teacher.  Agora 
Language  Resources.  415-248-1881. 


1318  16th  SI.  San  Francisco  801-0487 


BATHROOAA 


QUICKBOOKS  ASSISTANCE  & BOOK- 
KEEPING SVCS.  We  make  QuickBooks 
work  for  you  - systems,  Training,  reports, 
clean  up,  reconciliations,  tune  ups.  Busi- 
ness results  for  management  decisions. 
Deborah  864.0770,  www.lardiecom- 
pany.com. 


pentry  Fences  Decks  Stairs  Windows 
Doors  Tile  Setting  Seismic  & Structural 
Bathroom  & Kitchen  Remodeling  Serv- 
ing San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20 
years  Handyperson  services:  Just  Fix  it 
Now!  415.  282. 5406. Licensed  Bonded 
and  Insured  CSL#  888938. 

ARCHITECTURAL  SERVICES  Realize 


«& 

KITCHEN  REMODELING 


Serving  San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  For  20  Years 
415  282  5406 
CSL  # 888938 


Licensed  Bonded  Insured 
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...at  The  Good  Life  Grocery 


Crystal  Geyser 

Si 


Clover  Dairy 

S"ic  $2-99 

64  oz  -reg  4 15 


ater 

all  flavors 

1.25  liter  -reg  1 45  +CRV 

88* 


Organic  Yogurt 

all  flavors  plain  or  vanilla  bean 

6 oz  -reg  1 19  24  oz.  -reg  3.29 

88*  $2.49 


Annie's  Homegrown 

Macaroni  & 
Cheese 

6 oz  -reg  2 25 

$1.00 


R.W.  Knudsen 

Organic  Juices 

selectvarieties 
32  oz  -reg  4 39  +CRV 

2 for  $6 


99 


Planet 


Clif  Foods 

ClifBars 
Luna  Bars 
^ Mojo  Bars 

. all  vaneties 

1 69/2.4  oz.  -reg  1 59 


Organic  Large 
Brown  Eggs 


dozen  -reg  5 1 9 


| mw® 


$4.19  • 


Ultra  Liquid 
Laundry  Detergent 

100  oz  -reg  11  99  +tx 

$6.99 


^ Ultra  Dishwashing 
* Liquid  f ^ 

25  oz  -reg  3 99  +tx  ^ 


Kozy  Shack 

Natural  Puddings 


Clover  Organic  Cheese 

random  weights  — ^ ^ 

Otl  bait  wallaby*  ™allaby.  , 

| “f"*®  ORGANIC^  Organic  Lowjat  Ben  & Jerry 

*****  / Yogurt  IceCream 


all  flavors 
22  oz  -reg  4 59 


Green  Forest 

Paper  Towels 

3 pk  -reg  4 99  +tx 

$2.99 

Double  Roll  Bath  Tissue 

12  pk  -reg  11  49  +tx 

$6.99 


Sale  Prices  effective  September  1 - 21,  2008 


$2.99 


all  flavors 
6 oz  -reg  119 


all  flavors 
16  oz  -reg  4 49 


79c  2 for  $7 


Capricorn  Coffee 

a,'  Dark  French  Roast 

16  oz. -reg  6.99 


$4.99 


Greek  Gods 


Lundberg  Farms 

2K!.c  Pack^  Rkc  Greek  Y ‘ogun 


2 lb  -reg  5 89 


n T, tf-7 


all  flavors 
6 oz  -reg  1 59 


99C 


Odwalla 

Orange  Juice 
Carrot  Juice 

64  oz.  -reg  to  7 99 

$5.99 


GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 


Open  Every  Day!  8 AM  to  8 PM  1524  Twentieth  Street  - Potrero  Hill  - San  Francisco  - 415^282'9204 
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artisan  coffee 
blends 


loose-leaf 

teas 


sweet  & savory  treats 


vegan  too! 


plenty  of 
free  parking 


^#1/ 

/V 


Over  400 
magazine 
titles 


and  window  box 
collections 

events,  comedy,  and 
live  music 


I 


outdoor 
seating 


Find  it  all  at  your  neighborhood  coffeehouse. 


FARLEY 

community  in  a < 


1315  18TH  STREET  (415)  648-1545  WWW.FARLEYSCOFFEE.COM 
MON-FRI  6:30  AM-10  PM  SAT  7:30  AM-10  PM  SUN  8 AM-10  PM 


